Beowulf 



Hwaet! WS Gar-Dena in geSr-dagum, 
Jjeod-cyninga, |>rym gefrunon, 
hu 5a ae}>elingas ellen fremedon! 

Oft Scyld Scefing sceaj?ena )>r€atum 
5 monegum m£g)>um meodo-setla oftSah; 

egsode eorl[as] sySSan ftrest wear# 

feasceaft funden; hg J>aes frofre gebad, 

weox under wolcnum, weorS-myndum J>ah, 
oSJ>aet him ftghwylc )?ara ymb-sittendra 
10 ofer hron-rade hyran scolde, 

gomban gyldan. Paet waes god cyningi 

Dam eafera waes aefter cenned 
geong in geardum, J?one God sende 

folce to frofre; fyren-Searfe ongeat 
15 pxt hie ar drugon aldor-[/^]ase 

lange hwfle; him pxs Llf-frea, 

wuldres Wealdend, worold-are forgeaf: 

[Biow] waes brgme —blad wide sprang— 

Scyldes eafera, Scede-landum in. 

20 Swa sceal [geong g]uma gode gewyrcean, 
fromum feoh-giftum on faeder [bea]n ne, 

paet hine on ylde eft gewunigen 

w/7-gesIJ>as, J>onne wig cume, 

leode gelaesten; lof-daedum sceal 
25 in mag}>a gehware man ge)?eon. 

6a MS. eorl: em. Kemble. 

15b MS. aldor..ase: em. Grundtvig. 

18a The MS. reads “Beowulf* here and 53; see Commentary, p. 278. 

20a MS. ..urna: em. Grein. 

21b MS. ...nne: em. Chambers. 
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Him tS a Scyld gewat t5 gescaep-hwlle 
fela-hror feran on Frean ware. 

HI hyne J>a atbaron to brimes faroSe, 
swase gesl}?as, swa he selfa bad 

30 j>enden wordum weold wine Scyldinga; 
leof land-fruma lange ahte. 

Par at hyfte stdd hrmged-stefna, 

Isig ond ut-fus, ae^elinges far. 

AlSdon J?I leofne J>eoden, 

35 bSaga bryttan, on bearm scipes, 

marae be maste. par was madma fela 
of feor-wegum, fratwa, geiaded; 
ne hyrde ic cymllcor cSol gegyrwan 
hilde-wapnum ond heaSo-wadum, 

40 billum ond bymum; him on bearme lag 
madma manigo, J?a him mid scoldon 
on flodes aht feor gewltan. 

Nalas hi hine lassan lacum tSodan, 
J>eod-gestreonum, J>on pa dydon, 

45 )>e hine at frum-sceafte forft onsendon 
anne ofer yfte umbor-wesende. 

Pa gyt hi him asetton segen g*[/]denne 
hSah ofer heafod, leton holm bera/i, 
giafon on gar-secg; him was geomor sefa, 

50 mumende mod. Men ne cunnon 

secgan to so&e, sele-raden [d]e, 

haleS under heofenum, hwa pxm hlaste onfeng. 

I Da was on burgum [Biow] Scyldinga 
lSo/ ISod-cyning longe j?rage 

55 folcum gefrage —fader eUor hwearf 

aldor of earde— oppxt him eft onw5c 

heah Healfdene; heold ptnden lifde, 

gamol ond guS-reouw, glade Scyldingas. 

Dam fSower beam forS-gerlmed 


47b MS. ge.denne: em. Malone, NC, p. 50. 
51b MS. sele rsdenne: em. Kemble. 

53b See note to 18a. 



52 


Beowulf 


60 in worold wocun, weoroda r£swa[n], 
Heorogar ond HroSgar ond Halga til; 
hyrde ic pxt [Yrse woes Ori]e lan cwen, 
Heafto-Scilfingas heals-gebedda. 

Pa waes Hroftgare here-sped gyfen, 

65 wlges weorft-mynd, pxt him his wine-magas 
geome hyrdon o<S<5pxt seo geogoS geweox 

mago-driht micel. Him on mod be-am 
pxt heal-reced hatan wolde, 

medo-x m micel men gewyrcean, 

70 pone y Ido be am £fre gefrunon 

ond p&T on innan eall ged£lan 
geongum ond ealdum, swylc him God $ealde, 
buton folc-scare ond feorum gumena. 

Da ic wide gefraegn weorc gebannan 
75 manigre mXgpe geond J?isne middan-geard, 

folc-stede fraetwan. Him on fyrste gelomp, 

£dre mid yldum, pxt hit wearS eal-gearo, 
heal-aerna mast; scop him Heort naman, 

se pe his wordes geweald wide haefde. 

80 He beot ne aleh, beagas dalde, 

sine xX symle. Sele hllfade 

heah ond hom-geap, heaSo-wylma bad, 

laftan llges; ne waes hit lenge }?a gen 
pxt se [e]cg-hete a^um-swerian 

85 aefter wael-nlSe waecnan scolde. 

Da se ellen-gast earfoftllce 

)>rage ge}?olode, s6 pe in J?ystrum bad, 
pxt he dogora gehwam dream gehyrde 
hludne in healle; pabr waes hearpan sweg, 

90 swutol sang scopes. Saegde, se pe cuj>e 


60b MS. raeswa: em. Kemble. 

62 Scribal omission but no gap in MS. Em. follows Grundtvig, Bugge, and 
M. G. Clarke, Sidelights on Teutonic History during the Migration Period 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1911), pp. 82 ff. 

70a Usually em. hon[n]e than’ but I follow Robinson, TSL 11 (1966), 
151-55. 

84a MS. secg hete: em. Grein, but see R. P. Tripp, ELN 18 (1980), 81-86. 
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frumsceaft flra feorran reccan, 

cwaeS {?set se iElmihtiga eorSan worh[te], 
wlite-beorhtne wang swa waster bebugeS: 
gesette sige-hrej?ig sunnan ond monan 
95 leoman to leohte land-buendum, 
ond gefraetwade foldan sceatas 

leomum ond leafum; lif eac gesceop 
cynna gehwylcum paia Se cwice hwyrfa^. 

Swa Sa driht-guman dreamum lifdon, 

100 eadigllce, oSSaet an ongan 

fyrene fre[m]man, feond on helle. 

Waes se grimma g£st Grendel haten, 

m£re mearc-stapa, se pt moras heold, 
fen ond faesten; flfel-cynnes eard 

105 won-sall wer weardode hwile, 

siJ?San him Scyppend forscrifen haefde 

in Caines cynne— t>one cwealm gewraec 

ece Drihten pz$ pt he Abel slog. 

Ne gefeah he J?£re fahSe, ac he hine feor forwraec, 
110 Metod for py mane, man-cynne fram. 

Panon untydras ealle onwocon, 

eotenas ond ylfe ond orc-neas, 

swylce gi[ga]ntas pa wiS Gode wunnon 

115 . lange }>rage; he him Saes lean forgeald. 
jj i Gewat Sa neosian syJ>San niht becom, 

* hean huses, hu hit Hring-Dene 
aefter beor-l>ege gebun haefdon; 

fand pa S£r mne aej>elinga gedriht 
swefan aefter symble— sorge ne cuSon, 

120 wonsceaft wera. W\ht unhalo, 

grim ond gradig, gearo sona waes, 
reoc ond rej?e, ond on raeste genam 


92b MS. w orh..: em. Kremble. 

101a MS. fre.man: em. Kemble. 

106a MS. scyppen, with M d” added above line in another hand. 

107a The “in” appearing in MS. caines altered from V by erasure. Cf. 
MS. camp 1261b. 

113a MS. gi..ntas: em. Thorkelin. See Malone, PMLA 64 (1949), 1193. 
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J>ritig J>egna; panon eft gewat 

huSe hremig to ham faran, 

125 mid p&tt wael-fylle wlca neosan. 

Da waes on uhtan mid afer-daege, 

Grendles gtiS-craeft gumum undyme; 

J?a waes aefter wiste wop up ahafen, 

micel morgen-sweg. M£re J?eoden, 

130 ae)>eling Ser-god, unbtffte saet, 

J>olode Sry$-swyS, j?egn-sorge dreah, 
sySJ>an hie J>aes laSan last sceawedon 
wergan gastes. Waes J>aet gewin to strang, 
laS ond longsum. Naes hit lengra fyrst 
135 ac ym b ane niht tit gefremede 

morS-beala mare ond no meam fore, 
f&hfte ond fyrene; waes to faest on pam. 

P a waes eaS-fynde pt him elles hw£r 
geru/nllcor raeste [sdhte], 

140 bed aefter burum, Sa him gebgacnod waes, 
gesaegd softllce sweotolan tacne 
heal-Segnes hete; heold hyne sy$)>an 

fyr ond faestor se p&m feonde aetwand. 

Swa rixode ond wi5 rihte wan 

145 ana wi5 eallum, oSJ>aet Idel stod 
husa selesf. Waes seo hwll micel: 
twelf wintra tld tom geJ?olode 
wine Scyld]wg]a, weana gehwelcne, 

sldra sorga; forSam [secgum] wearO, 

150 ylda bearaum undyme cuS, 

gyddum geomore, J>aette Grendel wan 

hwlle wiS HroJ?gar, hete-nlSas waeg, 

fyrene ond faehfte fela missera, 
singale saece; sibbe ne wolde 

155 wift manna hwone maegenes Deniga, 
feorh-bealo feorran, fea Jungian; 


139b No gap in MS: em. Grein. 
148a MS. scyldenda: em. Grundtvig. 
149b No gap in MS: em. Schucking. 
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ne ]>3br nafcnig witena wenan J?orfte 

beorhtre bote to ban [ari\ folmum; 

[ac se ] aeglaeca ehtende waes, 

160 deorc deapscwa dugufre ond geogo|>e 
seomade ond syrede; .rin-nihte heold 

mistige moras; men ne cunnon 
hwyder hel-runan hwyrftum scrij>a5. 

Swa fela fyrena feond man-cynnes, 

165 atol an-gengea, oft gefremede, 

heardra hynfta. Heorot eardode, 

sinc-/dge sel sweartum nihtum; 
no he J?one gif-stol gretan moste, 

maj>5um for Metode, ne his myne wisse. 
170 paet waes wrafec micel wine Scyldinga, 
modes brecfta. Monig oft gesaet 

rice to rune, r£d eahtedon, 

hwaet swlft-ferhftum selest waere 

wi5 fSr-gryrum to gefremmanne. 

175 Hwllum hie geheton aet haerg-trafum 
w!g-weorJ?unga wordum baedon, 
paet him gast-bona geoce gefremede 

wi6 J)eod-J)reaum. Swylc waes t>eaw hyra, 

hafc)>enra hyht; helle gemundon 

180 in mod-sefan, Metod hie ne cu^on, 

d£da Demend, ne wiston hie Drihten God, 
ne hie huru heof tna Helm herian ne cu)?on, 

wuldres Waldend. Wa bi<5 \>xm 5e sceal 
Jmrh sllftne nlS sawle bescufan 

185 in fyres fae)?m, frofre ne wenan, 

wihte gewendan! Wei bi5 {^aem J>e mot 
aefter dSaft-daege Drihten secean 
ond to Faeder faet?mum freofto wilnian! 

Ill Swa 5a mal-ceare maga Healfdenes 
190 singala sea5, ne mihte snotor haeleft 


158b MS. banum: cm. Kemble. 

159a Loss at edge of MS. restored by Rieger. 
175b MS. hraerg trafum: em. Grundtvig. 
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wean onwendan; waes pxt gewin to swy5, 
la p ond longsum, pe on 5a leode becom, 

nyd-wracu nlj?-grim, niht-bealwa mast. 

Pst fram ham gefraegn Higelaces j?egn, 
195 god mid Geatum, Grendles dada; 
se waes mon-cynnes maegenes strangest 
on pSbm daege j>ysses llfes, 

aej?ele ond eacen. Het him yS-lidan 

godne gegyrwan; cwae5, he gu5-cyning 

200 ofer swan-rade secean wolde, 

m&me J?eoden, pa him waes manna J>earf. 
Done sl5-faet him snotere ceorlas 

lyt-hwon logon peak he him /eof ware; 

hwetton hig e-rofne, heel sceawedon. 

205 Haefde se goda Geata leoda 

cempan gecorone para pe he cenoste 

findan mihte; flf-tyna sum 

sund-wudu sohte secg wlsade 

lagu-craeftig mon land-gemyrcu. 

210 Fyrst forft gewat; flota waes on y5um, 
bat under beorge. Beomas gearwe 

on stefn stigon; streamas wundon 

sund wi5 sande; seegas baron 

on bearm nacan beorhte fraetwe 

215 gu5-searo geatollc; guman tit scufon 
weras on wil-sl5 wudu bundenne. 

Gewat pa ofer wag-holm winde gefysed 
flota faml-heals, fugle gellcost, 

ofipxt ymb an-tld, oJ?res dogores, 

220 wunden-stefna gewaden haefde, 

J>aet 5a ll5ende land gesawon, 

brim-cl ifu bllcan, beorgas steape, 

side ss-naessas; pa waes sund liden, 

eoletes aet ende. panon up hra5e 

225 Wedera leode on wang stigon. 


204a “rofne” now entirely gone, but deduced from errors in the Thorkelin 
transcripts. See Malone. PMLA 64 (1949), 1195. 
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s£-wudu s£ldon —syrcan hrysedon, 

guS-gew£do— Gode j?ancedon 

J>aes pc him yS-lade eaSe wurdon. 

Pa of wealle geseah weard Scildinga 
230 se pc holm<Mhi healdan scolde 

beran ofer bolcan beorhte randas 

fyrd-searu fuslicu; hine fyrwyt braec 

mod-gehygdum hwaet pa. men w£ron. 

Gewat him pa to waroSe wicge ndan 
235 }>egn HroSgares, J?rymmum cwehte 

maegen-wudu mundum, mej?el-wordum fraegn: 
“Hwaet syndon ge searo-haebbendra, 

bymum werede, pc J?us brontne ceol 

ofer lagu-str£te lsdan cwomon, 

240 hider ofer holmas? [Ic hwi ]le waes 
ende-s£ta, £g-wearde heold, 
pc on land Dena laSra n£nig 
mid scip-herge sceSf>an ne meahte. 

No her cuftllcor cuman ongunnon 
245 lind-haebbende, ne ge leafnes-word 

gu$-fremmendra gearwe ne wisson, 

maga gemedu. N£fre ic maran geseah 

eorla ofer eorJ?an Sonne is eower sum, 

secg on searwum; nis pxt seld-guma 
250 waepnum geweorSad— n£fre him his wlite leoge, 

Sfenllc ansyn! Nu ic eower sceal 

frum-cyn witan, ge fyr heonan, 

leas-sceaweras, on land Dena 

furjmr feran. Nu ge feor-buend, 

255 mere-liSende, min[n]e gehyraS 
anfealdne geJ?oht: ofost is selest 

to gecySanne /z wan an eowre cyme syndon.” 

mi Him se yldesta andswarode, 
werodes wlsa, word-hord onleac: 

240b MS. holmas le waes: em. Kaluza. 

250b Usually em. naef[n]e ‘unless,* but I follow Robinson, TSL 11 (1966), 
155-57. 

255b MS. mine: em. Kemble. 
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260 “We synt gum-cynnes Geata leode 
ond Higelaces heorft-geneatas. 

Waes min faeder foleum gecy}?ed, 

aej?ele ord-fruma EcgJ?eow haten; 
gebad wintra worn afer he on weg hwurfe, 
265 gamol of geardum; hine gearwe geman 
witena wel-hwylc wide geond eorj>an. 

We jmrh holdne hige hlaford Jnnne, 
sunu Healfdenes, secean cwomon, 

leod-gebyrgean: wes \>u us larena god! 

270 HabbaS we to J?aem maeran micel Srende 
Deniga frean; ne sceal \>abr dyme sum 
wesan, }?aes ic wene. pu wast—gif hit is 
swa we so)?lIce $ecgan hyrdon— 

paet mid Scyldingum sc eadona ic nat hwylc, 

275 deogol daed-hata, deorcum nihtum 

eaweS J?urh egsan uncuftne nlS 

hynSu ond hra-fyl. Ic paes Hroftgar maeg 

]>urh rumne sefan r£d gelftran 
hu he frod ond god feond oferswy$e|>, 

280 gyf him edwendan £fre scolde 

bealuwa bisigu, bot eft cuman, 

ond J?a cear-wylmas colran wurfrajr, 
oSfte a sy)?San earfo3-J?rage, 

J?rea-nyd J>olaS, }>enden ]>xr wunaS 

285 on heah-stede husa selest.” 

Weard ma]?elode, r on wiege saet, 

ombeht unforht: “^EghwaeJ?res sceal 

scearp scyld-wiga gescad witan, 

worda ond worca, se \>c wel )>enceS. 

290 Ic paet gehyre, J?aet pis is hold weorod 

frean Scyldinga. GewItaJ? forS beran 

wafepen ond gew£du; ic eow wlsige. 

Swylce ic magu-J?egnas mine hate 

wift feonda gehwone flotan eowerae, 

295 nlw-tyrwydne nacan on sande 

arum healdan, o|?fraet eft byreft 

ofer lagu-strea/nas leofne mannan 
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wudu wunden-hak to Weder-mearce, 

god-fremmendra swylcum gifej?e biS 

300 }>aet pone hilde-rses hal gedlgeS.” 

Gewiton him pa feran. Flota stille bad 
seomode on s[<5]le sld-faej>med scip 
on ancre faest. Eoforlic scionon 

ofer hleor-beran, gehroden golde; 

305 fah ond fyr-heard, ferh-wearde heold 

guJ?-mod gr[i']mmon. Guman onetton, 
sigon aetsomne, oppxt hy {s]ael timbred, 
geatollc ond gold-fah ongyton mihton, 

pxt waes fore-marost fold-buendum 

310 receda under roderum on pxm se rlca bad; 
lixte se leoma ofer landa fela. 

Him pa hilde-deor [/i]of modigra 

torht getahte, pxt hie him to mihton 
gegnum gangan; guS-beoma sum 
315 wieg gewende, word aefter ewaeft: 

“Mai is me to feran; Faeder alwalda 
mid ar-stafum 6owic gehealde 

slfta gesunde! Ic to sa wille, 

y. witS wratS werod wearde healdan ” 

3201 Str&t waes stan-fah, stlg wlsode 

' gumum aetgaedere. Guft-byme scan, 

heard, hond-locen, hring-Iren sclr 

song in searwum, pa hie to sele furfrum 
in hyra gryre-geatwum gangan cwomon. 
325 Setton sa-mej?e side scyldas, 

rondas regn-hearde, wiS pxs recedes weal; 

bugon pa to bence, byman hringdon, 
guS-searo gumena. Garas stodon, 

sa-manna searo, samod aetgaedere, 

330 aesc-holt ufan grag; waes se Iren-J?reat 

302a MS. sole: em. Ettmiiller. 

306a MS. grummon: em. Sedgefield. 

307b MS. si: em. Kemble. 

312b MS. of: em. Kemble. 

322b MS. hsle]>um: em. Grein. 
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waepnum gewurj>ad. pa $£r wlonc haeleS 
oret-mecgas aefter ae[/>]e[/]um fraegn: 

“Hwanon ferigeaft ge faette scyldas, 
grange syrcan ond grlm-helmas, 

335 here-sceafta heap? Ic eom Hroftgares 

ar ond ombiht. Ne seah ic elJ>eodige 
J?us manige men modigllcran. 

Wen’ ic J>aet ge for wlenco, nalles for wr£c-sl$um, 
ac for hige-/>rymmum HroSgar sohton.” 

340 Him J?a ellen-rof andswarode, 

wlanc Wedera leod, word aefter spraec, 
heard under helme: “We synt Higelaces 

beod-geneatas; Beowulf is min nama. 

Wille ic asecgan sunu Healfdenes, 

345 m£rum J?eodne min £rende, 

aldre J>Inum, gif he us geunnan wile 

J?aet we hine swa godne gretan moton.” 

Wulfgar maJ?elode; pact waes Wendla leod, 
waes his mod-sefa manegum gecySed, 

350 wig ond wisdom: “Ic J>aes wine Deniga 

frean Scildinga frinan wille, 

beaga bryttan, swa \>u bena eart, 

J?eoden mSme, ymb Jnnne siS, 

ond J>e J?a andsware £dre gecyftan, 

355 fte me se goda agifan )>enceft.” 

Hwearf J>a hraedllce ]>xr Hroftgar saet, 

eald ond unhar mid his eorla gedriht; 
eode ellen-rof pxt he for eaxlum gestod 
Deniga frean: cuj?e he dugufre }?eaw. 

360 Wulfgar maftelode to his wine-drihtne: 

“Her syndon geferede, feorran cumene 
ofer geofenes begang Geata leode; 

J?one yldestan oref-mecgas 
Beowulf nemna5. Hy ben an synt, 

365 J?aet hie, J>eoden min, wiS }>e moton 

339a MS. ^rymmum rests only on the self-correction of Thorkelin A. See 
Malone, PMLA 64 (1949), 1196. 
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wordum wrixlan, no tSu him wearae geteoh 
Slnra gegn-cwida, glaed-man HroSgar: 

hy on wlg-getawum wyrSe f>incea5 
eorla geaehtlan; huru se aldor deah, 

370 se p&m heaSo-rmcum hider wlsade.” 

VI HroSgar maj?elode, helm Scyldinga: 

“Ic hine cuSe cniht-wesende; 
waes his eald-faeder EcgJ?eo haten, 
ftxm to ham forgeaf Hre}?el Geata 
375 angan dohtor; is his eafora nu 

heard her cumen, sohte holdne wine! 

Donne saegdon pxt s£-lij?ende, 
pa. Se gif-sceattas Geata fyredon 

}?yder to J?ance, J?aet he Jmtiges 
380 manna maegen-craeft on his murid-gripe, 

hea)?o-rof, haebbe. Hine halig God 

for ar-stafum us onsende 

to West-Denum, J?aes ic wen haebbe, 

wiS Grendles gryre. Ic pcei n godan sceal 

385 for his mod-)>raece madmas beodan. 

Beo Su on ofeste, hat in gan 

seon sibbe-gedriht samod aetgaedere; 

gesaga him eac wordum J?aet hie sint wil-cuman 
Deniga leodum.” [pa to dura healle 

390 Wulfgar eode,\ word inne ahead: 

“Eow het secgan sige-drihten min, 

aldor East-Dena, pxt he eower xpelu can, 
ond ge him syndon ofer s£-wylmas 

heard-hicgende, hider wil-cuman. 

395 Nu ge moton gangan in eowrum guS-getawum 
under here-grlman, HroSgar geseon; 

lafetaS hilde-bord her onbidian, 

375b MS. eaforan: em. Kemble. 

389b-390a No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Grein as adapted by 
Wrenn. 

395b MS. guff geata wum: em. Ettmiiller. 

397b Originally MS. onbidina in error for “onbidian with smudged 
erasure of “n” after the “di”; thus Malone, JVC, p. 55. Other scholars see the 
altered “in” as erased “m” and read “onbidan.” 
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wudu, wael-sceaftas, worda gejringes.” 

Aras pa se rica, ymb hine rinc manig, 

400 J>rySllc pegjaa heap; sume p£r bidon 

heaSo-reaf heoldon swa him se hearda bebead. 
Snyredon aetsomne pa secg wlsode, 

under Heorotes hrof; [eode hilde-deor,] 

heard under helme, pxi he on heoSe gestod. 

405 Beowulf maSelode —on him byme scan, 

searo-net seowed smiles or)?ancum: 

“Waes pu, HroSgar, hal! Ic eom Higelaces 
mseg ond mago-Segn; haebbe ic m£rSa fela 
ongunnen on geogoJ?e. Me wearS Grendles J>ing 
410 on mlnre e^el-tyrf undyme cud; 

secgaS s£-liSend J?aet J?aes sele stands, 
reced selesta rinca gehwylcum 
Idel ond unnyt, siSSan £fen-leoht 
under heofenes hador beholen weorJ>eS. 

415 pa me paet gelftrdon leode mine, 
pa selestan, snotere ceorlas, 

J>eoden HroSgar, pact ic pe sQhte, 

for)?an hie maegenes craeft mine cu)?on, 
selfe ofersawon 5a ic of searwum cwom 
420 fah from feondum p&r ic fife geband 
ySde eotena cyn, ond on ySum sl6g 

niceras nihtes, nearo-J?earfe dreah, 
wraec Wedera nl5 —wean ahsodon— 
forgrand grcwum; ond nu wi5 Grendel sceal, 

425 wi5 J>am aglaecan, ana gehggan 
Sing wiS J?yrse. Ic pc nu 5a, 
brego Beorht-Dena, biddan wille, 
eodor Scyldinga, anre bene, 

pxt Su me ne forwyme, wigendra hl€o, 

430 freo-wine /olca, nu ic pus feorran com, 

pxt ic mote ana, [ond] minra eorla gedryht, 

pes hearda heap, Heorot f£lsian. 


403b No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by von Schaubert 
431b “ond** shifted by Kemble from before “>es” in 432. 
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Haebbe ic eac geahsod, pxt se £gl£ca 
for his won-hydum waepna ne recced. 

435 Ic pxt )?onne forhicge, swa me Higelac sle, 
min mon-drihten, modes bllde, 

J>aet ic sweord bere optSe sldne scyld, 
geolo-rand to guf>e, ac ic mid grape sceal 
fon wid feonde ond ymb feorh sacan, 

440 lad wid la}?um; daer gelyfan sceal 

Dryhtnes dome se pt hine dead nimed. 

Wen’ ic J>aet he wille, gif he wealdan mot, 
in p&m gud-sele Geatena leode 
etan unforhte, swa he oft dyde, 

445 maegen Hred-manna. Na pu minne J?earft 
hafalan hydan, ac he me habban wile 
d[r]eore fahne, gif mec dead nimed; 
byred blodig wael, byrgeaw fenced, 
eted an-genga unmumllce, 

450 mearcad mor-hopu; no du ymb mlne5 ne J?earft 
llces feorme leng sorgian! 

Onsend Higelace, gif mec hild nime, 

beadu-scruda betst, pxt mine breost wered, 
hraegla selest; pxt is Hr£dlan laf, 

455 Welandes geweorc. G£d a wyrd swa hlo seel.” 

VII Hrodgar maJ>elode, helm Scyldinga: 

“F [or gewyr]htum J?u, wine min Beowulf, 
ond for ar-stafum usic sohtest. 

Gesloh pm faeder faehde mftste, 

460 wearj? he HeaJ>olafe to hand-bonan 
mid Wilfingum; da hine [w]ara cyn 

for here-brogan habban ne mihte. 

Panon he gesohte Sud-Dena folc 
ofer yda gewealc, Ar-5cy/dinga; 

443b The third letter of “Geatena” is “a” altered from *‘o”: Malone, NC, 
p. 56. Wrenn reads “Geotena” as an Anglian form. 

447a MS. deore: em. Kemble. 

457a MS. fere fyhtum: em. Trautmann. 

461b MS. gara cyn: em. Thorpe, newly supported by Joseph Tuso, MLQ 
29 (1968), 259-62. 
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465 Sa ic furj?um weold folce Deniga 
ond on geogoSe heold gimme-rice, 
hord-burh haele|?a; 5a waes Heregar dead, 
min yldra m&g unlifigende, 
beam Healfdenes; se waes betera Sonne ic! 

470 SiSSan pa f£hSe feo Jnngode; 

sende ic Wylfingum ofer waeteres hrycg 
ealde madmas; he me ajias swor. 

Sorh is me to secganne on sefan mlnum 
gumena afengum, hwaet me Grendel hafaS 
475 hynSo on Heorote mid his hete-)>ancum, 

fftr-niSa gefremed; is min flet-werod, 

wig-heap gewanod; hie wyrd forsweop 

on Grendles gryre. God eaj?e maeg 
J?one dol-sceaSan daeda getw£fan! 

480 Ful oft gebeotedon beore druncne 

ofer ealo-w£ge oret-mecgas, 
t>aet hie in beor-sele bidan woldon 
Grendles guj?e mid gryrum ecga. 

Donne waes J>eos medo-heal on morgen-tid, 

485 driht-sele dreor-fah, J?onne daeg lixte, 
eal benc-J>elu blode bestymed, 

heall heorw-dreore; ahte ic holdra J>y l£s 
deorre duguSe, J>e pa deaS fomam. 

Site nu to symle ond ons£l meoto, 

490 sige-hreS secgiim, swa pm sefa hwette.” 
pa waes Geat-maecgum geador aetsomne 
on beor-sele bene gerymed; 
p&r swIS-ferhJ>e sittan eodon, 

JjrySum dealle. pegn nytte beheold, 

495 se l>e on handa baer hroden ealo-waege, 
scencte scir wered; scop hwilum sang 
hador on Heorote; pabr waes haeleSa dream, 
duguS unlytel Dena ond Wedera. 

465b MS. deninga: em. Thorpe. 

490a MS. secg urn from Malone, NC, p. 57. The trans. follows J. W. Bright, 
MLN 31 (1916), 217-23. Wrenn reads: on sal meoto / sige hre6-secg[a] ‘in 
due time attend to the victories of glorious warriors,* i.e., listen to Danish lays. 
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Vm UnferS maJ>elode, Ecglafes beam, 

500 pe xt fotum saet frean Scyldinga, 

onband beadu-rune— waes him Beowulfes sift, 

modges mere-faran, micel aefj?unca 
forJ?on pe he ne upe ]>xt £nig ofter man 
£fre maerffa J?on ma middan-geardes 

505 gehedde under heofenum J?onne he sylfa: 

“Eart pu se Beowulf, se J?e wiS Brecan wunne, 
on sldne s Sb ymb sund flite, 

d&r git for wlence wada cunnedon 
ond for dol-gilpe on deop waeter 
510 aldrum nej?don? Ne inc Snig mon, 
ne leof ne la<5, belean mihte 

sorh-fullne sift, pa git on sund reon; 
p&T git eagor-stream earmum J>ehton, 

mSton mere-strSta mundum brugdon, 

515 glidon ofer gar-secg; geofon yj>um weol, 
wintrys wylm [um]. Git on waeteres &ht 

seofon niht swuncon; he pc xt sunde oferflat, 
haefde mare maegen. pa hine on morgen-tld 
on HeaJ>o-R£mes holm up aetbaer; 

520 ftonon he gesohte swaesne e}>el, 

leof his leodum, lond Brondinga, 
freofto-burh faegere, p&r he folc ahte, 
burh ond beagas. Beot eal wift pe 
sunu Beanstanes sode gelSfeste. 

525 Donne wene ic to pe wyrsan gepingea. 

Seah pu heafto-raesa gehw*r dohte 

grimre guSe, gif pu Grendler dearst 
niht-longne fyrst nean bl don" 

Beowulf maJ?elode, beam EcgJ?eowes: 

530 “Hwaet pu worn fela, wine min Unferft, 
beore druncen ymb Brecan sprSce, 

499a MS. HVN ferft: em. Rieger, as also in 530, 1165, 1488. Apparently 
the scribe succumbed to the analogy of other Germanic names such as Hun- 
lafing 1143. 

516a MS. wylm: em. Kluge. 

530b MS. hun fen*. 
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saegdest from his sl$e. So$ ic talige 
J>aet ic mere-strengo maran ahte, 
earfeJ>o on y}>um, Sonne £nig o)>er man. 
535 Wit J>aet gecwSdon cniht-wesende 

ond gebeotedon— w£ron begen J?a git 

on geogoS-feore— J>aet wit on gar-secg ut 

aldrum neSdon ond J?aet geaefndon swa. 
Haefdon swurd nacod, J>a wit on sund reon, 
540 heard on handa; wit unc wiS hron-fixas 
werian }>ohton. No he wiht fram me 

flod-yJ>um feor fleotan meahte, 

hraJ>or on holme, no ic fram him wolde. 

Da wit aetyomne on sS waeron 

545 fif nihta fyrst, oppxt unc flod todraf 
wado weallende, wedera cealdost, 

nlpende niht, ond norj?an-wnd 
heaSo-grim ondhwearf. Hreo w£ron yj?a, 
waes mere-fixa mod onhrered; 

550 p&r me wiS laSum llc-syrce min, 

heard, hond-locen, helpe gefremede, 

beado-hraegl broden on breostum laeg 

golde gegyrwed. Me to grunde teah 

fah feond-scaSa, faeste haefde 

555 grim on grape; hwaej>re me gyfe}?e wear® 
pxt ic aglScan orde gerifehte, 
hilde-bille; heaf>o-r£s fomam 

mihtig mere-deor purh mine hand. 

Villi “Swa mec gelome laS-geteonan 
560 )>reatedon J?earle. Ic him J?enode 
deoran sweorde, swa hit gedefe waes. 

Naes hie $£re fylle gefean haefdon, 

man-fordafedlan, }>aet hie me }>egon, 

symbel ymb-s£ton sS-grunde neah; 

565 ac on mergenne mecum wunde 

be yS-lafe uppe lSgon, 

sw eo[r]dum aswefede, pxt syfipan na 


567a MS. sw todum from Thorkelin A only: em. Kemble. 
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ymb bront ne ford brim-llftende 
lade ne letton. Leoht eastan com, 

570 beorht beacen Godes, brimu swa)?redon, 
pxt ic s£-naessas geseon mihte 

windige weallas. Wyrd oft nereS 

unfafegne eorl, J?onne his ellen deah. 

Hwae}>ere me gesafelde, J?aet ic mid sweorde ofsloh 
575 niceras nigene. No ic on niht gefraegn 
under heofones hwealf heardran feohtan, 
ne on eg-streamum earmran mannon; 
hwaj?ere ic fara feng feore gedlgde 
sij>es werig. Da mec safe opb&r, 

580 flod aefter faroSe on Finna land 

w[u]du weallendu. No ic wiht fram pQ 
swylcra searo-nlfta secgan hyrde, 

billa brogan. Breca nafefre git 

act heaSo-lace, ne gehwaej?er incer, 

585 swa deorllce dafed gefremede 

fagum sweordum —no ic pxs [fela ] gylpe— 

peak ffu Jrinum broftrum to banan wurde, 
heafod-mafegum; pxs pu in helle scealt 

werhfro dreogan, J?eah Jun wit duge. 

590 Secge ic J?e to softe, sunu Ecg/a/es, 

J>aet nafefre Gre[n]del swa fela gryra gefremede, 
atol afeglafeca ealdre Jnnum, 

hynfto Heorote, gif pin hige wafere, 
sefa swa searo-grim, swa pu self talast; 

595 ac he hafaS onfunden J>aet he pa fafehSe ne J?earf, 
atole ecg-J?raece eower leode 

swlfre onsittan, Sige-Scyldinga; 

nymeS nyd-bade, nafenegum ara5 
leode Deniga, ac he lust wigeS, 

600 swefeS ond s[ne]dej>, secce ne wenej> 

581a MS. wudu: em. Grundtvig. 

586b No gap in MS: supplied by Grein. 

591a MS. gre del: em. Thorkelin. 

600a MS. sendeh: em. Rudolph Imelmann, ESt 66 (1932), 324 ff. The 
MS. form could mean “sends (to death).** 
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to Gar-Denum. Ac ic him Geata sceal 
eafoS ond ellen ungeara nu 
guj?e gebeodan. Gxp eft se pc mot 
to medo modig, si)?J?an morgen-leoht 

605 ofer ylda beam oJ?res dogores, 

sunne swegl-wered su)?an sclne$!” 

Pa waes on salum sinces brytta, 
gamol-feax ond gu5-rof; geoce gelyfde 
brt go Beorht-Dena, gehyrde on Beowulfe 

610 folces hyrde faest-radne ge)>6ht. 

Dar waes haelej>a hleahtor, hlyn swynsode, 
word waeron wynsume. Eode WealhJ?eow forS, 
cwen Hroftgares cynna gemyndig; 

grette gold-hroden guman on healle, 

615 ond pa freollc wlf ful gesealde 
arest East-Dena ej?el-wearde; 
baed hine bllSne aet pabre beor-}>ege, 
leodum leofne; he on lust gej>eah 

symbel ond sele-ful sige-rof kyning. 

620 Ymb-eode pa ides Helminga 

dugu)?e ond geogo)>e dal aghwylcne 

sinc-fato sealde oppxt sal alamp, 

paet hlo Beowulfe, beag-hroden cwen 
mode gej>ungen medo-ful aetbaer; 

625 grette Geata leod, Gode J?ancode 

wls-faest wordum, J?aes 5e se willa gelamp, 

J?aet heo on anigne eorl gelyfde 

fyrena frofre. He pxt ful gej>eah, 

wael-reow wiga, cet B'ealhJ>eon, 

630 ond pa gyddode guj>e getysed; 

Beowulf ma)?elode, beam EcgJ?eowes: 

“Ic pxt hogode, pa ic on holm gestah, 

sa-bat gesaet mid mlnra secga gedriht, 

J?at ic anunga eowra leoda 

635 willan geworhte, optSc on wael crange, 

feond-grapum faest. Ic gefremman sceal 

eorlic ellen, oj?Se ende-daeg 

on Jrisse meodu-healle mlnne gebldan.” 

Dam wife pa word wel Hcodon, 
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640 gilp-cwide Geates; 5ode gold-hroden 
freolicu folc-cwen to hire /rean sittan. 

Pa waes eft swa £r inne on healle 
J?ryS-word sprecen, S5od on s&lum, 
sige-folca sweg, oppaet semninga 
645 sunu Healfdenes secean wolde 
ftfen-raeste; wiste p&m ahl&can 
to p£m heah-sele hilde gej?inged, 
siSSan hie sunnan leoht geseon meahton, 
op Se nlpende niht ofer ealle, 

650 scadu-helma gesceapu scriSan cwdman, 

wan under wolcnum. Werod call aras. 

[Ge]gr6tte pH guma o)?eme, 

Hroftgar Beowulf, ond him h£l ab€ad, 

wln-aemes geweald, ond pxt word acwaeS: 

655 “Nafre ic Snegum men £r alyfde, 

si[)dan ic hond ond rond hebban mihte, 

SryJ>-aem Dena buton pt nu 5a. 

Hafa nu ond geheald husa selest, 
gemyne maerJ?o, maegen-ellen cy5, 

660 waca wiS wrajnim! Ne biS pe wilna gad 
gif pH p&t ellen-weorc aldre gedlgest.” 

X Da him Hro)>gar gewat mid his haelej>a gedryht, 
eodur Scyldinga ut of healle; 

wolde wlg-fruma Wealh|>€o secan, 

665 cwen to gebeddan. Haefde Kyning-wuldor 

Grendle togeanes, swa guman gefrungon, 

sele-weard aseted; sundor-nytte beheold 

ymb aldor Dena, eoton-weard* 5bead. 

Huru Geata leod geome truwode 

670 modgan maegnes, Metodes hyldo. 

Da he him of dyde Isem-byman 

helm of hafelan, sealde his hyrsted sweord, 

Irena cyst, ombiht-)>egne, 
ond gehealdan hat hilde-geatwe. 

675 Gespraec pH se goda gylp-worda sum, 

BSowulf Geata, ftr he on bed stige: 


652a MS. grette: em. Gnmdtvig. 
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•‘No ic me an here-waesmun hnagran talige 
gu|?-geweorca, porme Grendel hine; 

for)?an ic hine sweorde swebban nelle, 

680 aldre beneotan, )>eah ic eal maege. 

Nat he }?ara goda, pxt he me ongean slea, 
rand geheawe, |?eah 5e he rof sle 
n!j>-geweorca; ac wit on niht sculon 

secge ofersittan, gif h[e] gesecean dear 

685 wig ofer waepen, ond si)>$an wltig God 
on swa hwaej?ere hond, halig Dryhten 

m£rfto deme, swa him gemet Jrince.” 

Hylde hine J>a heaJ>o-deor, hleor-bolster onfeng 
eorles andwlitan, ond hine ymb monig 
690 snelllc safe-rinc sele-reste gebeah. 

Nanig heora pohtt pxt he J?anon scolde 
eft eard-lufan afefre gesecean, 

folc opfte freo-burh, pxr he afeded waes; 
ac hie haefdon gefrunen pxt hie £r to fela micles 
695 in p&m wln-sele wael-deaft fomam, 

Denigea leode. Ac him Dryhten forgeaf 
wlg-speda gewiofu, Wedera leodum, 

frofor ond ixxltum , poet hie feond heora 

<5urh anes craeft ealle ofercomon, 

700 selfes mihtum. Soft is gecyj>ed, 

pxt mihtig God manna cynnes 

weold wide- ferhft. Com on wanre niht 

scriftan sceadu-genge. Sceotend sw£fon, 

J>a pxt hom-reced healdan scoldon, 

705 ealle buton anum. p®t waes yldum cuj), 
pxt hie ne moste, J?a Metod nolde, 
se syn-scaj?a under sceadu bregdan, 

ac he waeccende wrajmrn on andan 

bad bolgen-mod beadwa gejringes. 

i Da com of more under mist-hleojmm 

' Grendel gongan, Godes yrre baer; 

684b MS. bet: em. Kemble. 

702a Edge of MS. entirely gone, but “ride” in Thorkelin A, who made 
ninety-six errors of “r” for “w.” 
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mynte se man-scaSa manna cynnes 

sumne besyrwan in sele J?am hean. 

Wod under wolcnum to J?aes J>e he wln-reced, 

715 gold-sele gumena, gearwost wisse, 
faettum fahne. Ne waes pxt forma slS 

pxt he Hroftgares ham gesohte; 

naefre he on aldor-dagum abr ne si))dan 
heardran hale, heal-ftegnas fand. 

720 Com pa to recede rinc slSian 

dreamum bedaled. Duru sona onam 

fyr-hendum faest syj?<5an he hire folmum [ge]hran; 
onbrad pa bealo-hydig, Sa he [ge]bolgen waes, 
recedes mu)?an. Rapt aefter pan 

725 on fagne flor feond treddode, 

gode yrre-mod; him of eagum stod 

ligge gellcost leoht unfager. 

Geseah he in recede rinca manige, 

swefan sibbe-gedriht samod aetgaedere, 

730 mago-rinca heap. \>a his mod ahldg; 

mynte J>aet he gedaelde, aer J>on daeg cwome, 
atol aglaca, anra gehwylces 

Ilf wi<5 lice, pa him alumpen waes 

wist-fylle w5n. Ne waes poet wyrd pa ggn, 

735 pxX hg ma moste manna cynnes 

Sicgean ofer pa niht. Pryft-swyft beheold, 
m^g Higelaces, hu se man-scada 

under far-gripum gefaran wolde. 

Ne pxt se aglaca yldan J?ohte, 

740 ac he ge/eng hrafte forman side 

slapendne rinc, slat unweamum, 

bat ban-locan, bl od edrum dranc, 

syn-snadum swealh; sona haefde 

unlyfigendes eal gefeormod, 

745 Itt ond folma. Ford near aetstop, 

722b MS. ..hran from Malone, NC, p. 59: restored by Zupltza. 

723b “he” from Conybeare (1826). MS. ...bolgen, much faded, restored 
tentatively by Zupitza and Malone. Norman Davis would restore the whole 
passage as “[p&r a]bolgen.” 
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nam J>5, mid handa hige-J>Ihtigne 

line on raste, rahte ongean 
feond mid folme; he onfeng hraj?e 
inwit-J>ancum ond wiS earm gesat. 

750 Sona \>xt onfunde fyrena hyrde, 
pxt h€ ne mette middan-geardes, 

eorJ>an sceatta, on elran men 
mund-gripe maran; he on mode wearS 

forht on ferhSe; no py ar fram meahte. 

755 Hyge was him hin-fus, wolde on heolster fleon, 
s€can deofla gedrag; ne was his drohtoS pabr 
swylce he on ealder-dagum ar gemette. 

Gemunde pa. se goda, mag Higelaces, 
afen-sprace, uplang astod 
760 ond him faste wiftfeng; fingras burston; 
eoten was utweard, eorl furfur stop. 

Mynte se maera, [p]ab r he meahte swa, 

wldre gewindan ond on weg J>anon 

fleon on fen-hopu; wiste his fingra geweald 
765 on grames grapum; pat was g6ocor slS 
pxt se hearm-sca/>a to Heorute ateah. 

Dryht-sele dynede; Denum eallum wearS, 
ceaster-bu^ndum, cenra gehwylcum, 
eorlum ealu-scerwen. Yrre waron begen, 

770 rej?e ren-weardas. Reced hlynsode; 
pa was wundor micel pxt se wln-sele 
wiShafde heaJ>o-deorum, pxt he on hrfisan ne feol, 
fager fold-bold; ac he pxs faste was 

innan ond utan Iren-bendum 

775 searo-j>oncum besmiJ>od. par fram sylle abeag 
medu-benc monig, mine gefrage, 
golde geregnad, f>ar pa graman wunnon. 

Pas ne wendon ar witan Scyldinga 
pxt hit a mid gemete manna anig, 

780 [b]etllc ond ban-fag tobrecan meahte, 

762b MS. ..ar from Thorkelin A: em. Ettmiiller. 

765b MS. t>at be waes: em. Grundtvig. 

780a MS. het lie: em. Grundtvig. 
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listum tolucan, nym)?e liges fa)>m 
swulge on swajpule. Sweg up astag 
niwe geneahhe; NorS-Denum st od 
atellc egesa, anra gehwylcum 

785 }?ara pe of wealle wop gehyrdon, 
gryre-leoS gal an Godes andsacan 
sige-leasne sang, sdr wanigean 
helle hafton. Heold hine faste, 
se pt manna was magene strongest 
790 on p&m dage )>ysses llfes. 

XII Nolde eorla hleo anige J>inga 

pone cwealm-cuman cwicne forl&tan, 
ne his llf-dagas leoda Senigum 

nytte tealde. Par genehost bragd 

795 eorl Beowulfes ealde lafe, 

wolde frea-drihtnes feorh ealgian, 
mares J?eodnes, tS&r hie meahton swa. 
Hie pxt ne wiston, J?a hie gewin dragon, 
heard-hicgende hilde-mecgas 
800 ond on healfa gehwone heawan J>ohton, 
sawle sec an: J?one syn-scaSan 

£nig ofer eorJ?an Irenna cyst, 

gu5-billa nan gretan nolde, 
ac he sige-wftpnum /orsworen hafde, 

805 ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldor-gedal 

on 5am dage Jjysses life s 

earmllc wurSan ond se ellor-gast 

on feonda geweald feor slftian. 

Da pxt onfunde se pe fela £ror 
810 modes myrfte manna cynne, 

fyrene gefremede —he /ag wi5 God— 

J>at him se llc-homa lSstan nolde 
ac hine se modega m£g Hygelaces 

hafde be honda; was gehwaj?er oSram 

815 lifigende la5. LIc-sar gebad 

atol aglSca; him on eaxle wearft 

syn-dolh sweotol; seonowe onsprangon, 

burston ban-locan. Beowulfe wearS 

guS-hreS gyfej?e; scolde Grendel J?onan 
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820 feorh-s€oc fleon under fen-hleoSu, 

secean wyn-leas wlc; wiste pt geomor, 
pxt his aldres waes ende gegongen, 

dogera daeg-rlm. Denum eallum wearS 
asfter J?am wael-raese willa gelumpen. 

825 Haefde pa gefSlsod, se pt £r feorran com, 
snotor ond swyS-ferhS, sele HroSgares, 
genered wi5 nl6e; niht-weorce gefeh, 

ellen-maer/mm. Haefde East-Denum 
Geat-mecga leod gilp gelaested, 

830 swylce oncyjjfte ealle g tbette, 

inwid-sorge, pt hie £r dragon 

ond for prea -nydum J?olian scoldon, 

tom unlyte/. paet waes tacen sweotol, 

syJ>San hilde-deor hond alegde, 

835 earm ond eaxle — p&T waes eal geador 

Grendles grape— under geapne hr[of], 

XIII Da waes on morgen, mine gefraege, 
ymb pa gif-healle guft-rinc monig; 

ferdon folc-togan feorran ond nean 

840 geond wld-wegas wundor sceawian, 

laj>es lastas. No his llf-gedal 

sarllc J>uhte secga ftnegum 

para pt tlr-leases trode sceawode, 

hu he werig-mod on weg J>anon, 

845 nlffa ofercumen, on nicera mere, 

f£ge ond geflymed feorh-lastas baer. 

Daer waes on blode brim weallende, 

atol ySa geswing eal gemenged 

haton heolfre, feoro-dreore weol; 

850 deaS-fafcge deog, siSSan dreama leas 

in fen-freoSo feorh alegde, 

hceptnt sSwle; J>aer him hel onfeng. 

Panon eft gewiton eald-geslSas, 
swylce geong monig of gomen-waf?e, 

855 fram mere modge mearam ridan, 

beomas on blancum. D£r waes Beowulfes 

836b MS. hr.. from Thorkelin B: em. Grundtvig. 
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mftrfto mSned; monig oft gecwaeft 
J?aette suft ne norft be s£m tweonum 

ofer eormen-grund o)?er nSnig 

860 under swegles begong selra nxic 
rond-haebbendra, rices wyrftra. 

Ne hie huru wine-drihten wiht ne logon, 

glaedne Hroftgar, ac pxt waes god cyning. 

Hwflum heaJ>o-rofe hleapan leton, 

865 on geflit faran fealwe mearas, 

5aer him fold-wegas faegere j>uhton, 
cystum cufte. Hwllum cyninges J?egn, 

guma gilp-hlaeden, gidda gemyndig, 

se fte eal-fela eald-gesegena 
870 worn gemunde, word oJ?er fand 

softe gebunden; secg eft ongan 

sift Beowulfes snyttrum styrian 
ond on sped wrecan spel gerade, 
wordum wrixlan. Wel-hwylc gecwaeft 

875 pact he fram Sigemunde secgan hyrde 
ellen-^dum, uncuj>es fela, 

Waelsinges gewin, wide slftas, 

J>ara pt gumena beam gearwe ne wiston, 
fahfte ond fyrena, buton Fitela mid hine, 

880 J>onne he swulces hwaet secgan wokfe, 
earn his nefan, swa hie a wfiron 
aet nlfta gehwam nyd-gesteallan; 
haefdon eal-fela eotena cynnes 

sweordum gesSged. Sigemunde gesprong 
885 aefter deaft-daege dom unlytel, 

sy}?ftan wlges heard wyrm acwealde, 

hordes hyrde. He under hame stan, 
ae)?elinges beam, ana geneftde 

frecne dsde, ne w£s him Fitela mid; 

890 hwaej>re him gesSlde, ftaet paeX swurd Jmrhwod 
wrStllcne wyrm, J?aet hit on wealle aetstod, 

dryhtllc Iren; draca morftre swealt. 

Haefde agl$ca elne gegongen, 

J>®t he beah-hordes brucan moste 

895 selfes dome; s£-bat gehleod, 
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900 


905 


910 


baer on bearm scipes beorhte fraetwa, 
Waelses eafera; wyrm hat gemealt. 

Se waes wreccena wide m&rost 
ofer wer-j?eode, wlgendra hleo, 
ellen-d£dum —he ]>xs aer onftah— 


siftftan Heremodes 
eafo<5 ond ellen; 
on feonda geweald 
mude forsended. 
lemede to lange; 
eallum aej?ellingum 
Swylce oft bemeara 
swlS-ferh)?es sift 
se \>t him bealwa to 
\>&i J>aet fteodnes beam 
faeder-aej?elum onfon, 
hord ond hleo-burh, 


hild .yweftrode, 
he mid eotenum we arft 
forft forlacen 
Hine sorh-wylmas 
he his leodum wearS, 
to aldor-ceare. 

£rran m£lum 
snotor ceorl monig, 
bote gelyfde, 
geJ?eon scolde, 
folc gehealdan, 
haelej>a rice. 


e)?el Scyldinga. He \>%x eallum wearft, 

m£g Higelaces, manna cynne, 

915 freondum gefaegra; hine fyren onwod. 

Hwllum flltende fealwe strifcte 

mearum maeton. Da w£s morgen-leoht 

scofen ond scynded. £ode scealc monig 
swlft-hicgende to sele J?am hean, 

920 searo-wundor seon; swylce se// cyning 
of bryd-bure, beah-horda weard, 
tryddode tlr-faest getrume micle, 
cystum gecy}>ed, ond his cwen mid him 

Xiii n me do-stigg e maet maegj?a hose. 

22 $ > Hroftgar maJ?elode— he to healle geong 

' stod on stapole, geseah steapne hro/ 
golde fahne ond Grendles bond: 

“Disse ansyne Alwealdan }>anc 
lungre gelimpe! Fela ic laj?es gebad, 

930 grynna set Grendle; a maeg God wyrcan 


902a MS. earfofl: em. Jacob Grimm, Andreas und Elene (Cassel: Wigand, 

1840), p. 101. 
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wunder aefter wundre, wuldres Hyrde. 

Baet waes ungeara, pxt ic Sfenigra me 
weana ne wende to wldan feore 
bote gebldan, J?onne blode fah 
935 husa selest heoro-dreorig stod, 

wea wld-scofen witena gehwylc[wm] 

Sara pc ne wendon, pxt hie wlde-ferhS 
leoda land-geweorc laj?um beweredon 
scuccum ond scinnum. Nu scealc hafaS 
940 J?urh Drihtnes miht d£d gefremede, 

Se we ealle cer ne meahton 
snyttrum besyrwan. Hwaet, poet secgan maeg 
efne swa hwylc maegj?a, swa Sone magan cende 

aefter gum-cynnum, gyf heo gyt lyfaS, 

945 pxt hyre Eald-metod Sste ware 

beam-gebyrdo. Nu ic, Beowulf, J>ec, 

secg betsta, me for sunu wylle 
freogan on ferhj>e; heald forS tela 
nlwe sibbe. Ne biS pc [n]£nigre gad 
950 worolde wilna, pc ic geweald haebbe. 

Ful oft ic for laessan lean teohhode, 

hord-weorJ?unge hnahran rince, 
saemran aet saecce. Pu pc self hafast 
daedum gefremed, pxt pin [dom] lyfaS 
955 awa to aldre. Alwalda pcc 

gode forgylde, swa he nu gyt dyde!” 

Beowulf ma)?elode, beam EcJ?eowes: 

“We J?aet ellen-weorc estum miclum, 

feohtan fremedon, frecne geneSdon 

960 eafoS uncuj>es. OJ>e ic swiJ>or, 

pxt Su hine selfne geseon moste 

feond on fraetewum fyl-werigne! 

Ic hi [ne] hraedllce heardan clammum 

on wael-bedde wrlj>an J>ohte, 


936b MS. gehwylcne: em. Kemble. 

949b MS. aenigre: em. Grein. 

954b No gap in MS.; “dom” supplied by Kemble. 
963a MS. him: em. Thorpe. 
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965 )>aet he for [mw]nd-gripe mlnum scolde 
licgean llf-bysig, butan his lie swice. 

Ic hine ne mihte, \>a Metod nolde, 

ganger getwaman, no ic him )>aes geome aetfealh, 

feorh-genlfrlan; waes to fore-mi/itzg 

970 feond on fej?e. Hwae)?ere he his folme forlet 
to llf-wraj>e last weardian, 
earm ond eax le; no \>&t £nige swa )>eah 
feasceaft guma. frofre gebohte; 

no J>y leng leofa# laS-geteona 
975 synnum geswenced, ac hyne sar hafaS 
in [«]Id-gripe nearwe befongen, 

balwon bendum; tS&r abldan sceal 

maga mane fah miclan domes, 
hu him sclr Metod scrlfan wille.” 

980 Da waes swlgra secg, sunu Eclafes 

on gylp-sprace guS-geweorca, 
si)?5an ae)?elingas eorles craefte 

ofer heanne hrof hand sceawedon, 

feondes fingras; foran afeghwylc waes 

985 steda naegla gehwylc style gellcost, 

h£j>enes hand-sporu hilde-rinces 

egl unheoru. j£ghwylc gecwaeS 
poet him heardra nan hrlnan wolde 
Iren £r-god, J>aet ftaes ahlacan 
990 blodge beadu-folme onberan wolde. 

XV Da waes haten hrej>e Heort innanweard 

folmum gefraetwod; fela |>«ra waes, 

wera ond wlfa, J?e f>aet wln-reced 

gest-sele gyredon. Gold-fag scinon 
995 web aefter wagum, wundor-slona fela 

seega gehwylcum J>ara J?e on swylc staraS. 

Waes J>aet beorhte bold tObrocen swlfte, 
eal inneweard Iren-bendum faest, 

965a MS. hand gripe: em. Kemble. 

976a MS. mid gripe: em. Klaeber. 

986b MS. hilde ends folio 154 r and folio 154 T starts with repeated hilde, 
here deleted. 
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heorras tohlidene; hrof ana genaes 

1000 ealles ansund, \>t se aglaeca 

fyren-dadum fag on fleam gewand, 
aldres orwena. No J?aet yfte byS 

to befleonne, fremme se \>t wille, 
ac ges[e]can sceal sawl-berendra 

1005 nyde genydde, nif)6a beama, 

grund-buendra gearwe stowe, 

pxr his llc-homa leger-bedde faest 

swefej? aefter symle. pa waes sal ond mafel 

]>xt to healle gang Healfdenes sunu; 

1010 wolde self cyni ng symbel }>icgan. 

Ne gefraegen ic J?a mxg\>e maran weorode 
ymb hyra sinc-gyfan sel gebaeran. 

Bugon f?a to bence blaed-agande, 
fylle gefaegon; faegere ge(?£gon 

1015 ra^do-ful manig magas J>ara 

swl5-hicgen de, on sele j?am hean, 

HroSgar ond Hro]?ulf. Heoxot innan waes 
freondum afylled; nalles fdce/i-stafas 

peod-Scyldingas J?enden fremedorc. 

1020 Forgeaf f>a Beowulfe brand Healfde/ies 
segen gyldenne sigores to leane, 

hroden hil[d]e-cumbor, helm ond byman, 

maere ma5J>um-sweord manige gesawon 

beforan b torn beran. Beowulf ge|>ah 
1025 ful on flette; no he \>xve feoh-gyfte 
for scotenum scamigan ftorfte. 

Ne gefraegn ic freondllcor feovver madmas 
golde gegyrede gum-manna fela 

in ealo-bence oftrum gesellan. 

1030 Ym b J>aes helmes hrof heafod-beorge 

1004a MS. gc sacan: em. Kemble. 

1022a MS. hilte cumbor: em. Ettmiiller. 

1026a MS. scotenum: von Schaubert reads as dat. pi. of “sceotend” (war¬ 
rior). Usually em. sc[e]oten[</]um. 
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1035 


wlrum bewunden 
pxt him feia laf 
scur-heard sce|>#an, 
ongean gramum 
Heht 5a eorla hleo 


wala titan h6old 
frecne ne meahton 
J?onne scyld-freca 
gangan scolde. 
eah ta rnearas 


1040 


1045 


faeted-hleore on flet teon 
in under eoderas; J>ara anum stdd 
sadol searwum fah, since gewurj?ad; 
pxt was hilde-setl heah-cyninges, 

5onne sweorda gelac sunu Healfdenes 

efnan wolde; n£fre on ore lag 

wld-cuj>es wig, 5onne walu feollon. 

Ond 5a Beowulfe bega gehwaj>res 
eodor Ingwina onweald geteah, 
wicga ond wapna; het hine wel brtican. 

Swa manllce mftre j>eoden, 

hord-weard halej>a heaJ?o-rafesas geald 
mearum ond madmum, swa hy n&fre man lyh5, 
XVII sw: S an w ^ e after rihte. 

1050 ( 8yl fcghwylcum eorla drihten 

' J?ara pe mid Beowulfe brim-lade teah, 
on J?are medu-bence maj?5um gesealde, 

yrfe-lafe, ond J>one £nne heht 
golde forgy/dan, pone 5e Grendel Sr 
mane acwealde, swa he hyra ma wolde, 
nefne him wltig God wyrd forstode 

ond Sas mannes mod. Me tod eallum weold 
gumena cynnes, swa he nu git deS. 

Forman bi5 andgit 2eghw&r selest, 

ferhSes fore-J>anc. Fela sceal gebldan 

lgofes ond laj>es, se pe longe h€r 
on 5yssum win-dagum worolde brflceS. 

P®r was sang ond sweg samod atgadere 
fore Healfdenes hilde-wlsan, 
gomen-wudu greted gid oft wrecen, 

Sonne heal-gamen Hro}>gares scop 


1055 


1060 


1065 


1031b MS. walan: em. Ettmiillcr. 
1051b MS. brim leade: em. Kemble. 
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after medo-bence man an scolde 

[be] Finnes eaferum, 5a hie se far begeat: 

haeleft Healf-Dena, Hnaef Scyldinga, 

1070 in Fres-wale feallan scolde. 

Ne huru Hildeburh herian J?orfte 
Eotena treowe; unsynnum wearS 

beloren leofum at pam [f]i[n]d-plegan 

beamum ond broSrum; hie on gebyrd hruron 
1075 gare mmde; pxt was geomuru ides! 

Nalles holinga tfoces dohtor 
metodsceaft bemeam, sypfian morgen c5m, 

Sa heo under swegle geseon meahte 
morJ?or-bealo maga, pxt he[o] £r maste heold 
1080 worolde wynne. Wig ealle fomam 

Finnes )?egnas, nemne feaum anum, 

pxt he ne mehte on pxm meftel-stede 
wig Hengeste wiht gefeohtan 

ne pa. wea-lafe wlge for^ringan 

1085 }>eodnes Segne; ac hig him ge^ingo budon 

pxt hie him oSer flet eal gerymdon, 
healle ond heah-setl, pxt hie healfre geweald 
wi5 Eotena beam agan moston, 
ond at feoh-gyftum Folcwaldan sunu 

1090 dogra gehwylce Dene weorJ>ode, 

Hengestes heap hringum wenede 

efne swa swl5e, sinc-gestreonum 
fattan goldes, swa he Fresena cyn 

on beor-sele byldan wolde. 

1068a No gap in MS.: addition by Thorpe. Thus the “fefcr” (sudden at¬ 
tack) is the triumphant second battle in which the Danes slaughter Finn and 
his men (1146 ff.). An alternative is to leave the text unemended, with a 
colon after 1067, and trans. thus: “Along with Finn’s sons, when the attack 
came on them, the hero of the Half-Danes, Hnaef of the Scyldings, had to 
fall.” This way “the attack” is the first battle at night, described in the 
Finnsburh Fragment. See Commentary, p. 323. 

1072a' The OE. word “Eoten” (giant) is a by-name for the Frisians or 
more generally for enemies, like “Wederas” (Weathers) for the seafaring 
Geats or “Scyldingas” (descendants of Scyld) for the Danes. 

1073b MS. hild plegan: em. Kemble. 

1079b MS. he: em. Thorpe. 
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1095 Da hie getruwedon on twa healfa 
faste frioSu-wSre. Fin Hengeste 
elne unflitme aSum benemde 

J>at he J>a wea-lafe weotena dome 

arum heolde, J>at Sar Snig mon 

1100 wordum ne worcum ware ne brace, 
ne }>urh inwit-searo afre gem&nden 
Seah hie hira beag-gyfan banan folgedon 
Seoden-lease, J?a him swa geJ?earfod was; 

gyf J>onne Frysna hwylc frecnen sprace 
1105 Sas mor|>or-hetes myndgiend ware, 

J>onne hit sweordes ecg s[e]San scolde. 

AS waes geaefned, ond icge gold 
ahaefen of horde. Here-Scyldinga 

betst beado-rinca waes on bai gearu. 

1110 iEt J>am ade waes ej?-gesyne 

swat-fah syrce, swyn eal-gylden, 

eofer Iren-heard, a)?eling manig 
wundum awyrded; sume on waele crungon. 

Het 5a Hildeburh aet Hnaefes ade 

1115 hire selfre sunu sweoloSe befastan, 
ban-fatu baeman ond on bal don. 

Earme on eaxle ides gnomode, 

geomrode giddum. GuS-rinc astah; 

wand to wolcnum wal-fyra mast, 

1120 hlynode for hlawe; hafelan multon, 

bengeato fcwrston, Sonne blod atspranc, 
laS-bite llces. Llg ealle forswealg, 

gaesta glfrost, )>ara Se pSbr guS fomam 
Xvii n bega folces; was hira blad scacen. 

1125 > Gewiton him Sa wlgend wlca nSosian 
' freondum befeallen, Frys-land geseon, 

hamas ond hea-burh. Hengest Sa gyt 
wal-fagne winter wunode mid Finne 

1106b MS. syWan: em. Klaeber, but see Roger Dahood, M& 49 (1980), 1-4. 

1107b “icge” otherwise unrecorded. Trans, follows James L. Rosier, PMLA 
81 (1966), 342-46. See also line 2577. 
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[ed\ 1 unhlitme; eard gemunde 

1130 j>eah \>t [n]e meahte on mere drifan 
hringed-stefnan; holm storme weol, 

won wiS winde, winter yj>e beleac 

Is-gebinde, oJ><5aet o|>er com 
gear in geardas, swa nu gyt deS, 

1135 J>a Se syngales sele bewitiaS, 

wuldor-torhtan weder. Da waes winter scacen, 
faeger foldan bearm. Fundode wrecca, 

gist of geardum; he to gym-wraece 
swlSor f >ohte J?onne to sS-lade, 

1140 gif he torn-gemot )>urhteon mihte 
J>aet he Eotena beam inne gemunde. 

Swa ha ne forwyrnde worold-r£denne, 

J?onne him Hunlafing hilde-leoman, 

billa selesf, on bearm dyde; 

1145 J?aes wftron mid Eotenwm ecge ctifte. 

Swylce ferhS-frecan Fin eft begeat 

sweord-bealo silken aet his selfes ham, 

si|>$an grimne gripe Gufrlaf ond Oslaf 

aefter sae-sl8e, sorge maendon, 

1150 aetwiton weana dael; ne meahte wftfre mod 
forhabban in hrej>re. Da waes heal hroden 
feonda feorum, swilce Fin slaegen, 
cyning on corJ>re, ond seo cwen numen. 
Sceotend Scyldinga to scypon feredon 
1155 eal in-gesteald eorft-cyninges, 

swylce hie aet Finnes ham findan meahton 
sigla, searo-gimma. Hie on sft-lade 
drihtllce wlf to Denum feredon, 

laeddon to /eodum. Leo5 waes asungen, 

1160 gleo-man/te5 gyd. Gamen eft astah, 


1128-29 MS. finnel un / hlitme: em. Klaeber. 

1130a MS. be: em. Holtbausen. 

1141 Trans, follows Bruce Mitchell, Neophilologus 52 (1968), 292-99. 
1151b “hroden” (decorated) often em. “roden” (reddened) to avoid 
double alliteration in second half-line. 



116 


Beowulf 


beorhtode be nc-sweg, byrelas sealdon 

win of wunder-fatum. pa cwom WealhJ?eo for5 
gan under gyldnum beage pxt pa godan twegen 
saeton suhterge-faederan; pa gyt waes hiera sib 

aetgaedere, 

1165 aghwylc o5rum trywe. Swylce pxr UnferJ? pyle 
aet fotum saet frean Scyldinga; gehwylc hiora his 

ferhj>e treowde, 

pxt he haefde mod micel, )?eah pt he his magum naere 
ar-faest aet ecga gelacum. Spraec 5a ides Scyldinga: 
“Onfoh J>issum fulle, freo-drihten min, 

1170 sinces brytta; pu on saelum wes, 

gold-wine gumena, ond to Geatum spraec 
mildum wordum, swa sceal man d6n; 
beo wi5 Geatas glaed, geofena gemyndig, 
nean ond feorran pu nu hafast. 

1175 Me man saegde, pxt f? u 5e for sunu wolde 
here-ri[n]c hab ban. Heorot is gefaelsod 

beah-sele beorhta; bruc, J>enden pu mote, 
manigra me do, ond J?Inum magum laef 

folc ond rice, )?onne 5u for5 scyle, 

1180 metodsceaft seon. Ic mlnne can 

glaedne Hroj>ulf, pxt he pa geogofe wile 
arum healdan, gyf pu xr ponne he, 

wine Scildinga, worold oflaetest; 

wene ic pxt he mid gode gyldan wille 
1185 uncran eaferan, gif he pxt eal gemon, 
hwaef wit to willan ond to wor5-myndum 
umbor-wesendum £r arna gefremedon.” 

Hwearf pa bl bence, pxr hyre byre waeron, 

Hre5rlc ond Hro5mund, ond hx\epa beam, 

1190 giogo5 aetgaedere; pxr se goda saet, 

Beowulf Geata be pxm gebro5rum tw xm. 

XVIII Him waes ful boren ond freond-la)?u 
wordum bewaegned, ond wunden gold 
estum geeawed, earm-reade twa, 

1165b MS. hun fer>. 

1176a MS. here ric: em. Kemble. 

1182b Thorkelin A reads presumably in error for abbreviated t>on. 
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1195 hraegl ond hringay, heals-beaga m£st 
J?ara pt ic on ioldan gefraegen haebbe. 

Nsnigne ic under sweg le selran hyrde 

hord-ma[##]um haele)?a, sy)>San Hama aetwaeg 
to [pee] re byrhtan byrig Brosinga mene, 

1200 sigle ond sinc-faet; searo-nlSas fealh 
Eormenrlces; geceas ecne raed. 

Pone hring haefde Higelac Geafa 
nefa Swertinges, nyhstan slSe, 

siS)?an he under segne sine ealgode, 

1205 wael-reaf werede; hyne wyrd fomam, 

sy}>San he for wlenco wean ahsode, 
faehSe to Frysum. He J?a fraetwe waeg, 
eorclan-stanas ofer ySa ful, 

rice J?eoden; he under rande gecranc. 

1210 Gehwearf pa. in Francna faej?m feorh cyninges, 
breost-gew£du ond se beah somod; 

wyrsan wlg-frecan wael reafeden 

aefter gu5-sceare; Geata leode 

hrea-wlc heoldon. Heal swege onfeng. 

1215 WealhSeo maJ>elode, heo fore p&m werede spraec; 
“Bruc hisses beages, Beowulf leofa, 

hyse, mid haele, ond pisses hraegles neot 

J>eo[d]-gestreona, ond gepeoh tela; 

cen J>ec mid craefte, ond }?yssum cnyhtwm wes 
1220 lara USe; ic pe pxs lean geman. 

Ha fast pu gefered, pxt Se feor ond neah 

ealne wlde-fer hp weras ehtigaS, 

efne swa side swa s£ bbbuged 

wind-geard, weallas. Wes, J?enden pu lifige, 

1225 xpeling , eadig! Ic J?e an tela 

sinc-gestreona. Beo pu suna mlnum 

cfcedum gedefe, dream-healdende. 


1198a MS. hord mad mum: cm. Grein. 

1199a MS. here: em. Ettmiiller. 

1200b “fealh” (incurred) usually em. “f[lea]h” (fled) after Heinrich Leo, 
Vber Beowulf (Halle: E. Anton, 1839), p. 44. 

1218a MS. J>eo ge streona: em. Grundtvig. 
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Her is Sghwylc eorl 6}>rum getrywe, 
modes milde, man-drihtne hol[d]; 

1230 J>egnas syndon ge)?w£re, J?eod eal-gearo, 
druncne dry/tf-guman doS swa ic bidde.” 

Eode J?a to setle. Par waes symbla cyst, 
druncon win weras; wyrd ne cuJ>on, 

geosceaft grim[m]e, swa hit agangen wearS 
1235 eorla manegum, syj?5an £fen cwom, 

ond him Hroftgar gewat to hofe slnum, 
rice to raeste. Reced weardode 

unrlm eorla, swa hie oft aer dydon; 
benc-J?elu beredon; hit geondbraeded wearS 

1240 beddum ond bolstmm. Beor-scealca sum 

fus ond f£ge flet-raeste gebeag. 

Setton him to heafdon hilde-randas 

hord-wudu beorhtan. p£r on bence waes 

ofer aej?elinge yj?-gesene 

1245 heaJ>o-steapa helm, fringed byme, 

J?rec-wudu J?rymllc. Waes £eaw hyra 

pxt hie oft w£ron an wig gearwe, 
ge aet ham ge on herge, ge gehwae]?er J>ara 
efne swylce m£la, swylce hira man-dryhtne 

1250 J>earf gesalde; waes seo peod tilu. 

XVIHI Sigon }>a to sl£pe. Sum sare angeald 
afen-raeste, swa him ful oft gelamp 
sij?3an gold-sele Grendel warode, 

unriht aefnde, oppxt ende becwom, 

1255 swylt aefter synnum. paet gesyne wear]?, 
wld-cu]) werum, pxtte wrecend ]>a gyt 

lifde aefter la)>um, lange ]>rage, 

aefter guS-ceare. Grendles modor, 

ides, aglaec-wlf yrm)?e gemunde, 

1260 s6 pe waeter-egesan wunian scolde, . 

cealde streamas, sij?5an Capn] wearS 

to ecg-banan angan brewer, 

1229b MS. heol: em. Tborkelin. 

1234a MS. grimne: em. Ettmtiller. 

1261b MS. camp: em. Gnmdtvig. 



122 


Beowulf 


faderen-m&ge; he J?a fag gewat, 

mor]?re gemearcod, man-dream fleon, 

1265 westen warode. panon woe fela 

geosceaft-gasta; was }>ara Grend el sum 

heoro-wearh hetellc, se set Heorote fand 
waccendne wer wlges bidan. 

par him aglaca atgrape wearS; 

1270 hwa]?re he gemunde maegenes strenge, 
gim-faste gife, Se him God sealde, 

ond him to Anwaldan are gelyfde, 
frofre ond fultum; Sy he J>one feond ofercwom, 
gehnagde helle-gast. Pa he hean gewat, 

1275 dreame bed&led deaj?-wlc seon, 

man-cynnes feond. Ond his modor pa gyt 

gifre ond galg-mod gegan wolde 

sorh-fulne slS, sunu [d]oo[d] wrecan. 

Com pa to Heorote, Sar Hring-Dene 
1280 geond pxt saeld swafun. pa S£r sona wearS 
edhwyrft eorlum si]?San inne fealh 

Grendles modor. Was se gryre lassa 

efne swa micle, swa biS magf?a craft, 

wig-gryre wlfes, be wapned-men 

1285 )>onne heoru bunden, hamere gej?uren, 
sweord swate fah swfn ofer helme, 
eegum dyhttig , andweard scireS. 

Pa was on healle heard-zcg togen, 

sweord ofer setlum, sld-rand manig 
1290 hafen handa fast; helm ne gemunde, 
byman side, pa hine se broga angeat 
Heo was on ofste, wolde ut J?anon, 
fSore beorgan, pa heo onfunden was. 

HraSe heo a]>linga anne hafde 
1295 faste befangen, pa heo to fenne gang. 

Se was HroJ)gare hale]? a Zeofost 

on geslSes had be s&m tweonum, 

rice rand-wiga, J>one Se heo on raste abrSat, 

1278b MS. beod: em. Holthausen, but the MS. reading “to avenge the 
people of her son,*’ i.e., the race of Cain, makes equally good sense. 
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bl£d-faestne beom. Naes Beowulf $£r, 

1300 ac waes o)>er in &r geteohhod 

aefter maj>Sum-gife m£rum Geate. 

Hream wearS in Heorote; heo under heolfre genam 

cuj?e folme; cearu waes genlwod, 

geworden in wlcun. Ne waes J>aet gewrixle til, 

1305 \>xt hie on ba healfa bicgan scoldon 
freonda feorum. pa waes frod cyning, 

har hilde-rinc, on hr eon mode 
sy3J>an he aldor-J?egn unlyfigendne, 

J?one deorestan deadne wisse. 

1310 Hrape wees to bure Beowulf fetod 
sigor-eadig seeg. Samod £r-daege 

eode eorla sum, aej>ele cempa, 

self mid gesiSum, J?£r se snotera bad, 
hwaej>re him Alwalda Sbfre wille 
1315 aefter wea-spelle wyrpe gefremman. 

Gang Sa aefter flore fyrd-wyr$e man 

mid his hand-scale —heal-wudu dynede— 

J?aet he )>one wlsan wordum naeg de, 

frgan Ingwina; fraegn gif him w£re, 

1320 aefter neod-la$u[m], niht get£se. 

XX HroSgar maJ>elode, helm Scyldinga: 

“Ne frin J>G aefter s£lum; sorh is genlwod 
Denigea leodum. Dead is jEschere, 

Yrmenlafes yldra broJ>or, 

1325 min run-wita ond min r*d-bora, 
eaxl-gestealla, Sonne w€ on orlege 

hafelan weredon, J?onne hniton fej?an, 

eoferas cnysedan. Swy[lc] scolde eorl wesan, 

[(ef>eling\ Sr-god, swylc JEschere wees\ 


1302a MS. oin, with the “i” inserted. 

1314a MS. alf walda: em. Thorpe. 

1318b MS. hnaeg, with “de” from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grein; 
1320a MS. neod laftu: em. Ettmuller. 

1328b MS. swy ..: restored by Thorkelin. 

1329a No gap in MS.: supplied by Grein. 
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1330 WearS him on Heorote to hand-banan 
wael-g£st w£fre; ic ne wat hwae[d]er 
atol aese wlanc eft-slffas teah, 
fylle gefr£gnod. Heo pa f&h Se wraec, 

J>e gystran niht Grendel cwealdest 
1335 puih haestne had heardum clammum, 
forjjan he to lange leode mine 
wanode ond wyrde. He aet wlge gecrang 
ealdres scyldig, ond nu oper cwom 

mihtig man-scaSa, wolde hyre maeg wrecan, 

1340 ge feor hafaS f£hSe gest&Ied, 

pxs pe J?incean maeg j*egne monegum, 
se pe aefter sinc-gyfan on sefan greotej?, 
hreJ?er-bealo hearde; nu seo hand //geS, 

se pe eow wel-hwylcra wilna dohte. 

1345 ‘7c pxt lond-buend, leode mine, 

sele-r£dende secgan hyrde, 

pxt hie gesawon swylce twegen 
micle mearc-stapan moras healdan, 

ellor-gaestas. D£ra oSer waes, 

1350 pxs pe hie gewisllcost gewitan meahton, 
idese onllcnaes; oSer earm-sceapen 

on weres waestmum wrSc-lastas traed, 
naefne he waes mara ponne aenig man o5er; 
pom on gear-dagum Grendel nem do[n] 

1355 fold-btiende; no hie faeder cunnon, 

hwa zper him £nig waes acenned 

dymra gasta. Hie dygel lond 
warigead, wulf-hleojiu, windi ge naessas, 
frecne fen-gelad, Saer fyrgen-stream 

1360 under naessa genipu nij>er gewlteS, 

Add under foldan. Nis pxt feor heonon 
mll-gemearces, pxt se mere stan[</]e5; 

1331b MS. hwaeher: em. Grein. 

1333a Often em. to M fylle gefaegnod” (rejoiced in her feast). My trans. 
follows Wrenn. 

1354b MS. n emdod from Thorkelin A and B: em. Kemble. 

1362b MS. stanffeff: cm. Thorkelin. 
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ofer p&m hongiaS hrinde bearwas, 

wudu wyrtum faest water oferhehnaS. 

1365 P&r mag nihta gehwftm nlS-wundor s5on, 
fpr on flode. N6 J>aes frod leofaS 
gumena beama J>at J>one grand wite. 

Deah |>e h&9-stapa hundum geswenced, 
heorot homum tram holt-wudu s6ce, 

1370 feorran geflymed, &r ha feorh seleS, 
aldor on 6fre, &i he in wille, 
hafelan [hydan]. Nis )>at haora stow! 

Ponon yS-geblond tip astlgeff 

won t6 wolcnum, )>onne wind styrej> 

1375 laS gewidra, o5J?at lyft drysmaj?, 
roderas reotaS. NQ is se rad gelang 
eft at pe anum. Eard git ne const, 
frecne stowe, fi&r |>Q findan miht 
fela-sinnigne secg; s5c gif pH dyrre! 

1380 Ic >a pa f&h$e f€o leanige, 

eald-gestr5onum, swa ic &t dyde, 

wundini golde, gyf \>u on weg cymest ” 

XXI Beowulf maJ>elode, beam Ecg}?eo>v^: 

“Ne sorga, snotor guma! Selre biS £ghw£m 
1385 l>at he his frgond wrece, Jjonne ha fela mume. 
Ore aghwylc sceal ende gebidan 

worolde llfes; wyrce se £>e mote 
domes &r d6aj>e; pxt biS driht-guman 

unlifigendum after safest. 

1390 Arls, rices weard, uton hraj?e faran, 

Grendles magan gang sceawigan. 

Ic hit |>a gehate: nd ha on helm losa \>, 

nS on foldan faj>m, n€ on fyrgen-holt, 
ne on gyfenes grand, ga \>£t ha wille. 

1395 Dys dogor \>u ge)>yld hafa 


1372a No gap in MS. but insertion mark for verb: supplied by Kemble. 
1382a MS. wun / dini from Malone, NC, p. 68. Zupitza and Klaeber 
allow a possible wun / dmi. Thorkelin A: rundmi; Tborkelin B: wund-dini. 
1388b MS. driht gumen, with “a” added over the “e.” 

1391b MS. gang: final w g* added above the line in a different hand. 
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wean a gehwylces, swa ic J?e wene to.” 

Ahleop 5a se gomela, Gode J?ancode, 
mihtigan Drihtne, J>aes se man gtsprcec. 

Pa waes Hro5gare hors g tb&ted, 

1400 wicg wunden-feax. Wlsa fengel 

geato tic gende; gum-fe)?a stop 

lind-haebbendra. L astas waeron 
aefter wald-swaf>um wide gesyne, 

gang ofer grundas, gegnum for 

1405 ofer myrcan mor, mago-J?egna baer 

J>one selestan sawol-leasne, 

J?ara J>e mid Hro5gare ham eahtode. 

Ofereode J>a ae]?elinga beam 
steap stan-hlifto, stlge nearwe, 

1410 enge an-pa5as, uncu5 gelad, 

neowle nawsas, nicor-husa fela. 

He feara sum beforan gengde 

wlsra monna, wong sceawian, 

op]>xt he fSringa fyrgen-beamas 

1415 ofer h5me stan hleonian funde, 

wyn-leasne wudu; waeter under stod 

dreorig ond gedrefed. Denum eallum waes, 
winum Scyldinga, weorce on mode 

to ge]>olianne, 5egne monegum, 

1420 oncy5 eorla gehwSm, sy5}>an jEscheres 
on J>am holm-clife hafelan metton. 

Flod blode weol —folc to sSgon— 
hdtan heolfre. Horn stundum song 

fustic f{yrd]-\toft. Ftpa eal gesaet. 

1425 Gesawon 5a aefter watt re wyrm-cynnes fela, 

selllce s£-dracan sund cunnian, 

swylce on naes-hleo5um nicras //cgean, 

5a on undem-mael oft bewitiga5 
sorh-fulne sl5 on segl-rade, 

1430 wyrmas ond wil-deor. Hie on weg hruron 


1424 MS. /...: restored by Karl Bouterwek, ZDA 11 (1859), 92; “gesaet” 
corrected in the scribe’s hand from “geseah.” 
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bitere ond gebolgne; bearhtm ongeaton, 
gu5-hom galan. Sumne Geata leod 
of flan-bogan feores getwaefde, 

y<5-gewinnes, )>aet him on aldre stod 

1435 here-str£l hearda; he on holme waes 

sundes J>e saenra, $e hyne swylt fomam. 

HraeJ?e wearS on y$um mid eofer-spreotum 
heoro-hocyhtum hearde genearwod, 
nlfta genaeged ond on naes togen 
1440 wundorllc Wceg-bora; weras sceawedon 
gryrelicne gist. Gyrede hine Beowulf 
eorl-gewaedum, nalles for ealdre meam; 
scolde here-byrne hondum gebroden, 

sld ond searo-fah, sund cunnian, 

1445 seo Se ban-cofan beorgan cuj>e, 

)?aet him hilde-grap hre}?re ne mihte, 
eorres inwit-feng aldre gesce}>$an; 
ac se hwlta helm /zafelan werede, 
se \>e mere-grundas men gan scolde, 

1450 secan sund-gebland since geweo rdad, 

befongen frea-wrasnum, swa hine fym-dagum 

worhte waepna smiS, wundrum teode, 
besette swln-llcum, }>aet hine sySJ?an no 
brond ne beado-mecas bitan ne meahton. 

1455 Naes f>aet }?onne mafctost maegen-fultuma, 

J?aet him on Searfe lah Syle HroSgares; 
waes \>$bm haeft-mece Hrunting nama; 

J>aet waes an foran eald-gestreona; 

ecg waes Iren, ater-tanum fah, 

1460 ahyrded heaJ?o-swate; naefre hit aet hilde ne swac 
manna aengum, j?ara \>t hit mid mundum bewand, 
se Se gryre-slSas gegan dorste, 

folc-stede fara; naes )>aet forma slS 
J?aet hit ellen-weorc aefnan scolde. 

1465 Hum ne gemunde mago Ecglafes, 
eafo{?es craeftig, j?aet he Sr gespraec 
wine druncen, J?a he J>aes wSpnes onlah 
selran sweord-frecan; selfa ne dorste 
under ySa gewin aldre gene}?an, 
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1470 driht-scype dreogan, pxr he dome forleas, 
e\\cn-mcerdum. Ne was p&m o5rum swa 
sy df?an he hint to gu5e gegyred hafde. 

XXII Beowiilf ma}>elode, beam EcgJ?eowes: 

“Gef>enc nu, se maera maga Healfdenes, 

1475 snottra fengel, nu ic eom sl5es fus, 

gold-wine gumena, hwaet wit geo sprafccon, 
gif ic act J?earfe pmre scolde 

aldre linnan, J?at pu me a ware 
for5-gewitenum on fader stale. 

1480 Wes pu mund-bora mlnum mago-J>egnum, 
hond-gesellum, gif mec hild nime; 

swylce j?u 5a madmas, pc pu me sealdest, 

Hro5gar leofa, Higelace onsend. 

Mag )?onne on J?am golde ongitan Geata dryhten, 
1485 geseon sunu Hra51es, )?onne he on pxt sine stara5, 
pxt ic gum-cystum godne funde 

bcaga bryttan, breac }?onne moste. 

Ond pu UnferS lafet ealde lafe, 

wrStllc w£g-sweord, wld-cu5ne man 

1490 heard-ecg habban; ic me mid Hruntinge 
dom gewyree, o)?5e mec dea5 nime5.” 

^Efter pxm wordum Weder-Geata leod 
efste mid elne, na las andsware 

bldan wolde; brim-wylm onfeng 
1495 Mde-rinc. Da was hwll dages, 

£r he [?one grund-wong ongytan mehte. 

Sona pxt cwfunde, se 5e floda begong 
heoro-glfre beheold hund missera, 

grim ond gradig, pxt peer gumena sum 
1500 al-wihta eard ufan cunnode. 

Grap pa togeanes; gu5-rinc gefeng 

at olan clommum; no py in gescod 
halan lice; hring utan ymb-bearh, 

J?at heo )?one fyrd-hom 5urhfon ne mihte, 

1505 locene leo5o-syrcan laj?an fingrum. 


1488a MS. hunferff. 
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Baer pa seo brim-wyl[/], pa heo to botme com, 
hringa J?engel to hofe slnum, 
swa he ne mihte, —no he pa e[s] modig waes— 

wabpna gewealdan, ac hine wundra J?aes fela 
1510 swe[/i]cte on sunde, sa-deor monig 
hilde-tuxum here-syrcan braec, 
ehton aglafecan. Da se eorl ongeat 

J>aet he [in] nl$-sele nat-hwylcum waes, 
pabr him nSnig water wihte ne sce)>ede, 

1515 ne him for hrof-sele hr In an ne mehte 

faer-gripe flodes; fyr-leoht geseah, 

blacne leoman beorhte scinan . 

Ongeat pa se goda grund-wyrgenne, 
mere-wlf mihtig; maegen-r^s forgeaf 

1520 hilde-bille, ho[n]d sweng ne ofteah 
J?aet hire on ha/elan hring-m£l agol 

gr^dig guS-leoS. Da se gist onfand 

J?aet se beado-leoma bitan nolde 

aldre scej>5an, ac seo ecg geswac 

1525 deodne aet pearie; Solode Sr fela 
hond-gemota, helm oft gescaer, 

fages fyrd-fcnpgl; Sa waes forma sift 

deorum madme, poet his dom alaeg. 

Eft waes an-rSd nalas elnes /aet 

1530 m£rfta gemyndig m&g Hylaces. 

Wearp Sa wunde[n]-mael wrSttum gebunden 
yrre oretta, J>aet hit on eorftan laeg, 
stlft ond styl-ecg; strenge getruwode, 

mund-gripe maegenes. Swa sceal man don, 

1535 J>onne he aet gu5e gegan )?enceft 

longsumne lof, na ymb his Ilf cearaft. 

Gefeng pa be eaxle —nalas for fehfte meam— 

1506a MS. brim wyl: em. Kemble. 

1508b MS. J>aem: em. Grundtvig. 

1510a MS. swecte: em. Kemble. 

1513a No gap in MS.: “in” supplied by Thorpe. 

1520b MS. hord swenge: em. Grundtvig and Trautmann. 

1531a MS. wundel mael, with second “1” corrected from “g”: em. Kemble. 
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Gu5-Geata leod Grendles modor; 

braegd pa beadwe heard, pa he gebolgen waes, 

1540 feorh-genldlan, J^aet heo on flet gebeah. 

Heo him eft hiapt hand-lean forgeald 

grimman grapum, ond him togeanes feng; 
oferwearp pa werig-mod wigena strengest, 

fe)>e-cempa, J>aet he on fylle wearS. 

1545 Ofsaet pa pont sele-gyrt ond hyre seax geteah, 
brad, brun-ecg; wolde hire beam wrecan, 
angan eaferan. Him on eaxle laeg 
breost-net broden; pxt gebearh feore, 
wiS ord ond wi tS ecge ingang forstod. 

1550 Haefde 5a forsl5od sunu Ecg)>eowes 

under gynne grund, Geata cempa, 
nemne him heafto-byrne helpe gefremede, 

here-net hearde, ond halig God 
geweold wlg-sigor; wltig Drihten, 

1555 rodera Rftdend, hit on ryht gesced 
yftellce, syj?5an he eft astod. 

XXIII Geseah 5a on searwum sige-eadig bil, 
eald sweord eotenisc ecgum J?yhtig, 

wigena weor5-mynd; pxt [wees] wSpna cyst, 

1560 buton hit waes mare 5onne aenig mon o5er 
to beadu-lace aetberan meahte, 
god ond geatollc, gjganta geweorc. 

He gefeng pa fetel-hilt, freca Scyldinga, 

hreoh ond heoro-grim, hring-mal gebraegd 

1565 aldres orwena, yrringa 5loh 

pxt hire wi5 halse heard grapode 

ban-hringas braec; bil eal 5urhwod 
faegne flaesc-homan; heo on flet gecrong, 
sweord waes swatig, secg weorce gefeh. 

1570 Llxte se leoma, leoht inne stod, 
efne swa of hefene hadre scIneS 

1541b Usually cm. to “andlean" (requital, payment) following Rieger, 
but see line 2094 and Commentary, p. 336. 

1545b MS. seaxe: em. Ettmiiller. 

1559b No gap in MS.: added by Kemble. 
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rodores candel. He after recede wlat; 

hwearf pa be wealle, w£pen hafenade 

heard be hiltum Higelaces Segn, 

1575 yrre ond on-rad. Nas seo ecg fracod 
hilde-rince, ac he hiapt wolde 
Grendle forgyldan guS-r&sa fe la 
Sara pc he geworhte to West-Denum 
oftor micle Sonne on £nne sift 

1580 J>onne he JfroSgares heorS-geneatas 

sloh on sweo/ote, slapende fiat 
folces Denigea fyf-tyne men, 
ond oSer swylc tit offerede, 

laSlicu lac. He him pxs lean forgeald, 

1585 icpc cempa, to Sas pc he on raste geseah 
guS-werigne Grendel licgan, 
aldor-leasne, swa him ar gescod 
hild at Heorote. Hra wide sprong, 
syJ?San he after deaSe drepe J?rowade, 

1590 heoro-sweng heardne, ond hine pa heafde becearf. 

Sona pxt gesawon snottre ceorlas, 
pa Se mid HroSgare on holm wliton f 
pxt was yS-geblond eal gemenged, 

brim b lode fah. Blonden-feaxe 

1595 gomele ymb godne ongeador spr&con, 
pxt hig pxs aSelinges eft ne wendon, 
pxt he sige-hreSig secean come 

marae J?eoden; pa Sas monige gewearS 

pxt hine seo brim-wylf abroten ha/de. 

1600 Da com non dages. Nas ofgeafon 

hw ate Scyldingas; gewat him ham ]?onon 

gold -wine gumena. Gistas se[f]an 

modes seoce, ond on mere staredon; 
wlston ond ne wendon pxt hie heora wine-drihten 
1605 selfne gesawon. pa J?at sweord ongan 
after heaJ>o-swate hilde-gicelum, 
wlg-bil wanian. pat was wundra sum. 


1599b MS. abreoten: em. Kemble. 
1602a MS. secan: em. Grein. 
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J>aet hit eal gemealt Ise gellcost, 

Sonne forstes bend Faeder onlafeteS, 

1610 onwindeS wafe/-rapas, se geweald hafaS 
ssla ond m£la; J?aet is soS Metod. 

Ne nom he in )>afem wlcum Weder-Geata leod, 
maSm-afehta ma, )>eh he pabr monige geseah, 
buton }?one hafelan ond pa hilt somod, 

1615 since fage; sweord £r gemealt, 

forbam broden-mafel; waes }>set blod to pees hat, 
aettren ellor-gafest, se J >&r inne swealt. 

Sona waes on sunde, se pc ce r aet saecce gebad 

wlg-hryre wraSra, waeter up J?urhdeaf; 

1620 w£ron yS-gebland eal gefaelsod, 

eacne eardas, pa se ellor-gast 

oflet llf-dagas ond J?as lafenan gesceaft. 

Com pa to lande lid-manna helm 

swift-mod swymman, safe-lace gefeah, 

1625 maegen-byrj?enne para pc he him mid haefde. 

Eodon him pa togeanes, Gode J?ancodon, 

SrySlIc J?egna heap, J?eodnes gefegon 
J?aes pc hi hyne gesundne geseon moston. 

Da waes of p&m hroran helm ond byme 
1630 lungre alysed. Lagu drusade, 

waeter under wolenum, wael-dreore fag. 

Ferdon forS J>onon fej?e-lastum, 
ferhjmm faegne, fold-weg mafeton, 
cuj?e straete; cyning-balde men 
1635 from p&m holm-clife hafelan b£ron 

earfoSUce heora £ghwaej>rum 

fela-modigra; feower scoldon 

on pSbm wael-stenge weorcum geferian 

to p£m gold-sele Grendles heafod, 

1640 optSact semninga to sele comon 
frome, fyrd-hwate feower-tyne 

Geata gongan; gum-dryhten mid 
modig on gemonge meodo-wongas traed. 

1617b “ellor” corrected from “ellen” by the same hand; MS. innt from 
Thorkelin B only. 
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Da com in gan ealdor 5egna, 

1645 daed-cene mon dome gev/urpad, 

haele hilde-deor, HroSgar gretan. 

P a waes be feaxe on flet boren 
Grendles heafod, p£r guman druncon, 

egesllc for eorlum ond p&rt idese mid, 

1650 wlite-seon wrefllce weras on sawon. 

XXIIII Beowulf ma)?elode, beam Ecg)>eowes: 

“Hwaet, we pc |?as s£-lac, sunu Healfdenes, 

leod Scyldinga, lustum brohton, 

tires to tacne, J >c J?u her to 15cast. 

1655 Ic pxt unsofte ealdre gedlgde, 

wigge under waetere, weorc gene|?de 

earfo51Ice; aetrihte waes 

gud getwsfed, nym5e mec God scylde. 

Ne meahte ic aet hilde mid Hruntinge 
1660 wiht gewyrcan, J?eah paet waepen duge; 
ac me geu5e ylda Waldend 

paet ic on wage geseah wlitig /tangian 
eald-sweord eacen —oftost wlsode 
w/nigea leasum— pxt ic Sy w£pne gebr£d. 

1665 O/sloh 5a aet pxrc s£cce, pa. me s£l ageald, 
huses hyrdas. Pa pxt hilde-bil 

for bam, brogden-mafcl, swa pxt blod gesprang, 
hatost hea}>o-swata. Ic pxt hilt )>anan 
feondum aetferede, fyren-da&da wraec, 

1670 dea5-cwealm Denigea, swa hit gedefe waes. 

Ic hit pc J?onne gehate, pxt pu on Heorote most 
sorh-leas swefan mid J?Inra secga gedryht 
ond J?egna gehwylc J>Inra leoda, 

dugu5e ond iogoj?e, pxt pu him ondrSdan ne J>earft, 
1675 J?eoden Scyldinga, on pa healfe, 

aldor-bealu eorlum, swa pu Sbr dydest 

Da waes gylden hilt gamelum rince, 
harum hild-fruman on hand gyfen, 

enta Ser-geweorc; hit on aeht gehwearf 
1680 aefter deofla hryre Denigea frean, 

wundor-smiJ>a geweorc; ond pa J?as worold ofgeaf 
grom-heort guma, Godes andsaca, 
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morSres scyldig, ond his modor eac; 
on geweald gehwearf worold-cyninga 
1685 Sam selestan be saem tweonum, 

Sara )>e on Sceden-igge sceatld& daelde. 

HroSgar maj?elode, hylt sceawode, 
ealde lafe, on Sam waes or writen 

fyrn-gewinnes, syS}?an flod oisloh , 

1690 gifen geotende, giganta cyn; 

frecne geferdon; J>aet waes fremde J>eod 
ecean Dryhme; him J>aes ende-lean 

}>urh waeteres wylm Waldend sealde. 

Swa waes on Sam scennum sclran goldes 
1695 Jrnrh run-stafas rihte gemearcod, 

geseted ond gesad, hwam J?aet sweo rd geworht, 
Irena cyst, aerest ware, 

wreoJ?en-hilt ond wyrm-fah. Da se wlsa spraec, 
sunu Healfdenes— swlgedon ealle: 

1700 “Paet la maeg secgan, se J?e soS ond riht 
fremeS on folce, feor eal gemon, 
eald eSel-weard, paet Ses eorl ware 

geboren betera! Blad is arared 

geond wld-wegas, wine min Beowulf, 

1705 Sin ofer )>eoda gehwylce. Eal )>u hit gej?yldum 

healdest, 

maegen mid modes snyttrum. Ic \>e sceal mine 

gelastan 

freode, swa wit furSum spracon. Du scealt to frdfre 

weor)>an 

eal lang-twldig leodum J?!num 

hasletS um to helpe. Ne wearS Heremod swa 
1710 eaforum Ecgwelan, Ar-Scyldingum; 

ne geweox he him to willan, ac to wael-feal/e 
ond to deaS-cwalum Deniga leodum. 

Breat bolgen-mod beod-geneatas, 
eaxl-gesteallan, oppaet he ana hwearf, 

1715 mare \>eoden, mon-dreamum from, 


1686a MS. see deninge, with second “n” altered to M g” by same hand. 
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<5eah J>e hine m/htig God magenes wynnum, 
eafejjum ste pte, ofer ealle men 

for$ gefremede. HwaeJ?ere him on ferhj>e greow 
breost-/tord blod-reow; nallas beagas geaf 
1720 Demim after dome; dream-leas gebad, 

J>aet he ]>xs gewinnes weorc J>rowade, 
leod-bea/o longsum. Du J?e laer be J>on, 
gum-cyste ongit! Ic )>is gid be }>e 
awrac wintrum frod. Wundor is to secganne, 

1725 hu mihtig God manna cynne 
f?urh sldne sefan snyttru bryttaS, 
eard ond eorlscipe; he ah ealra geweald. 

Hwllum he on lufan l£te<5 hworfan 

monnes mod-gej?onc m£ran cynnes, 

1730 seleft him on ej?le eor)?an wynne 
to healdanne, hleo-burh wera, 
gedeS him swa gewealdene worolde dalas, 
side rice, )?at he his selfa ne mceg 
for his unsnyttrum ende gej>encean. 

1735 WunaS he on wiste, no hine wiht dweleft 

ad l ne yldo, ne him inwit-sorh 
on sefafrc] sweorceft, ne gesacu ohwar 
ecg-h Qte eoweS, ac him eal worold 

wendeS on will an. He J>aet wyrse ne con, 

1740 f him on innan ofer-hygda dal 

' w taxed ond wridaS, J>onne se weard swefeft, 
sawele h yrde; biS se s\&p to fast, 

bisgum gebunden, bona swlSe neah, 
se J?e of flan-bogan fyrenum sceoteft. 

1745 ponne bi$ on hrej>re under helm drepen 
biteran strale —him bebeorgan ne con— 

worn wundor-bebodum wergan gastes; 

J>ince$ him to lytel }>at he lange heold, 

1737a MS. sefaft from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grundtvig. 

1741a MS. weajced from Grundtvig’s examination of the MS. in 1829 
(Malone, NC , p. 73). 

1748b MS. he to lange: Zupitza and Malone claim erasure of this second 
•*to” in the line as a scribal error. Wrenn sees only discoloration and retains 
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gytsad grom-hydig, nallas on gylp seleO 
1750 fadde beagas, ond he pa forS-gesceaft 

foigyteO ond forgymeO, J>as pi him &r God sealde, 
wuldres Waldend, weorO-mynda dal. 

Hit on ende-staf eft gelimpeS 
pxt se llc-homa Ictne gedrgoseS, 

1755 ftfege gefealleS; fehS o)>er td, 

si pt unmumllce madmas d£le|> 
eorles £r-gestreon, egesan ne gymeS. 

Bebt orh pi Com bealo-nlS, Beowulf l£ofa, 
secg betsta, ond pi pxt selre geceos, 

1760 6ce r£das; o/er-hyda ne gym, 

m£re cempal Nu is Jrines nuEgnes bl£d 
See hwlle; eft sOna bi C 
pxt pec adi o CCe ecg eafojyes getw£fe5, 
o CCe fyrcs feng oSSe flSdes wylm 
1765 ofiCe gripe meces oS8e gares fliht 

oCCe atol yldo, oCCe eagena bearhtm 

forsiteS ond forsworceS; semninga bi C, 
pxt Oe^, dryht-guma, deaS oferswySeS. 

"Swa ic Hring-Dena hund missgra 
1770 w6old under wolenum, ond hig wigge be/€ac 
manigum magj?a geond J?ysne middan-geard, 

ascum ond eegum, pxt ic m5 £nigne 
under swegjes begong gesacan ne tealde. 

Hwaet me pxs on ejjle edwend[e]n cwom, 

1775 gym after gomene, seo)>$an Grendel wearS, 
eald-gewinna ingenga mm; 
ic p&re sdene singales wag 
mQd-ceare micle. Pas sig Metode pane, 

Scean Dryhtne , pxs Ce ic on aldre gebad, 

1780 pxt ic on pone hafelan heoro-dreorigne 
ofer eald ge win eagum starige! 

Ga nu t6 setle, jymbel-wynne dreoh 

w!g-geweorf>ad; unc sceal worn fela 

1750a Often em. fe[/r]e (Thorpe), but the MS. form is an acceptable 
variant 

1774b MS. ed wendan: em. Grein. 
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maj>ma gemaenra, sij>$an morgen bid.” 

1785 Geat waes glaed-mod, geong sona to, 
setles neosan, swa se snottra heht. 

pa wees eft swa afer ellen-rofum, 

flet-sittendum faegere gereorded 

nlowan stefne. Ni/z/-helm geswearc 
1790 deorc ofer dryht-gumwm. DuguS eal aras; 
wolde blonden-feax beddes neosan, 

gamela Scylding. Geat unigmetes wel, 

rofne rand-wigan, restan ly ste. 

Sona him sele-J?egn sides wergum, 

1795 feorran-cundum ford wlsade, 

se for andrysnum ealle beweote[fle 

J?egnes )>earfe, swylce \>y dogore 

hea|>o-lIdende habban scoldon. 

Reste hine )>a rum-heort; reced hlluade 
1800 geap ond gold-fah; gaest inne swaef 
oppxX hrefn blaca heofones Wynne 

blld-heort bodode. Da com beorht scacan 

[scima ofer sceadwa ;] seaman onetton, 

wceron aej>elingas eft to leodum 
1805 fuse to fare nne; wolde feor Jjanon 
cuma collen-ferhtS ceoles neosan. 

Heht \>sl se heaida 7/runting beran 

sunu Ecglafes, heht his sweord niman, 

leofllc Iren; saegde him pee s leanes ]>anc, 

1810 ewaed, he )>one gud-wine godne tealde, 
wlg-craeftigne, nales wordum log 

meces eege; |>aet waes modig seeg. 

Ond pa sld-frome, searwum gearwe 

wlgend w$ron; eode weord Denum 

1815 ae}>eling to yppan, peer se o)>er waes, 
h[o?]le hilde-deor Hrodgar grette. 

1796b MS. beweotene: em. Grundtvig. 

1803a No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Klaeber, trans. “the 
brightness (of dawn) across the shadows.** 

1805a MS. fare ne ne from Thorkelin B: em. Kemble. 

1816a MS. helle: em. Kemble. 
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XXVI Beowulf maJ>elode, beam EcgJ>eowes: 

“Nu we sae-llSend secgan wyllaS, 

feorran cumene, pxi we fundiaj? 

1820 Higelac secan. Waeron her tela, 

willum bewenede; pu us wel dohtest. 

Gif ic j?onne on eor|?an owihte maeg 
Jrinre mod-lufan maran tilian, 
gumena dryhten, Sonne ic gyt dyde, 

1825 guS-geweorca, ic beo gearo sona. 

Gif ic j>aet gefricge ofer floda begang 
J>aet J>ec ymb-sittend egesan J?ywaS, 

swa J>ec hetende hwllum dydon, 

ic Se Jriisenda J?egna brmge, 

1830 haelej>a to helpe. Ic on Higelace wat, 

Geata dryhten, J?eah Se he geong sy, 
folces hyrde, j>aet he mec fremman wile 
wordum ond worcum, J>aet ic pt wel hedge 
ond pe to geoce gar-holt bere, 

1835 maegenes fultum, psbr Se biS manna J>earf. 
Gif him J>onne Hrejmc to hofum Geata 
geJ?inge[S], J>eodnes beam, he maeg p&T fela 
freonda findan; feor-cy)>Se beoS 
selran gesohte p&m pe him selfa dea/i.” 
1840 HroSgar maJ>elode him ond andsware: 

“pe J?a word-cwydas wigtig Drihten 

on sefan sende; ne hyrde ic snotorllcor 
on swa geongum feore guman J?ingian. 

Pu eart maegenes strang ond on mode frod, 
1845 wTs word-cwida. Wen ic talige, 

gif }>aet gegangeS, J?aet Se gar nymeS, 
hild heoru-grimme Hrejries eaferan, 
adl optSe Iren ealdor Slnne, 
folces hyrda, ond pu J?In feorh hafast, 

1850 pxt pQ Sae-Geatas selran naebben 


1833a MS. weordum: em. Thorpe and refined by Dobbie, p. 309. 
1836a MS. hrejmnc: em. Grundtvig. 

1837a MS. gejringed: em. Grein. 
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to geceosenne cyning aenigne, 

hord-weard haele)?a, gyf J>u healdan wylt 
maga rice. Me pin mod-sefa 
llcaS leng swa wel, leofa Beowulf. 

1855 Hafast pu gefered pxt pam folcum jceal, 

Geata leodum ond Gar-Denum, 
sib gem£n[e], ond sacu restan, 
inwit-nlj?as, pe hie £r drugon, 
wesan, }?enden ic weal de wldan rices, 

1860 magmas gemaene, mawg optmt 

godum gegrettan ofer ganotes baeff; 

sceal hring-naca ofer /zea[/]u bringan 

lac ond luf-tacen. Ic pa It ode wat 

ge wi5 feond ge wi5 freond faeste geworhte, 

1865 afeghwaes untfile ealde wlsan.” 

Da git him eorla hleo inne gesealde, 
mago Healfdenes magmas twelfe, 

het [h]mt mid p&m lacum leode sw£se 
secean on gesyntum, snude eft cuman. 

1870 Gecyste pa. cyning aej?elum god, 
f?eoden Scyldinga Segn betstan 

ond be healse genam; hruron him tearas, 
blonden-feaxum. Him waes bega wen, 

ealdum infrodum, oJ>res swlftor, 

1875 J?aet h[i]e seoS5a/i [na\ geseon moston, 

modige on me}>le. Wees him se man to }?on leof, 
pxt he pone breost -wylm forberan ne mehte 

ac him on hrej?re hyge-bendum faest 

1857a MS. ge msnum: em. Eduard Sfevers, PBB 9 (1884), 40. 

1862b MS. he a \>u: em. Kluge. The MS. reading “ofer heaj>u" could mean 
“after the war”; cf. line 1781. 

1868a MS. inne: em. Thorpe. 

1875a MS. he seodfra.: Kemble (1835) saw the final “n.” Em. and trans. 
from Grundtvig, Thorpe, Kluge, and Bugge. Alternatively, W. S. Mackie, 
MLR 34 (1939), 524, would keep “he” and em. to “most[e].” Then trans. 
“that he (Hrothgar) would never again see the brave men in the assembly.” 
Either emendation, to the singular or the plural, affects interpretation of 
Hrothgar's character. See Commentary, p. 347. 

1876b MS. .as: Thorkelin A pas but Kemble saw was . 
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after deoram men dyme langaS 

1880 beorn wiS b/ode. Him Bgowulf J>anan, 
guS-rinc gold-wlanc, graes-moldan trad 

since hremig; sa-genga bad 

age[n]d-frean, s5 pe on ancre rad. 

Pa was on gange gi/w HroSgares 
1885 oft geahted; J>at waes an cyning, 

ftghwas orleahtre, oppxi hlne yldo benam 

magenes wynnum, se J>e oft manegum scocL 

XXVH Cwom p% to flode fela-m6digra, 

hag-stealdra [heap]; hring-net baron, 

1890 locene leo$o-syrcan. Land-weard onfand 

eft-slS eorla, swa he Sr dyde; 

no he mid hearme of hliSes nos an 
gces[tas] grette, ac him tdg&anes rad, 

cweed pxt wil-cuman Wedera leodum 

1895 sea pan sclr-hame to scipe foron. 
pa was on sande sa-geap naca 
hladen here-w^dum, hringed-stefna, 
mearum ond maftmum; mast hllfade 
ofer Hroftgares fcord-gestrSonum. 

1900 He p&m bat-wearde bunden golde 

swurd gesealde, J>at he sy ftpan was 

on meodu-bence maj?m[e] py weorJ>r[a], 

yrfe-lafe. Gewat him on naca, 
drefan deop water, Dena land ofgeaf. 

1905 pa was be maste mere-hragla sum, 
segl sale fast; sund-wudu Jmnede; 
no p&T weg-flotan wind ofer ySum 

slSes getwafde; sa-genga for, 
fleat famig-heals forS ofer y<5e, 

1910 bunden-stefna ofer brim-streamas, 

pxt hie Geata clifu ongitan meahton 

1883a MS. aged: em. Kemble. 

1889a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein. 

1893a MS. gas .: restored by Grundtvig. 

1902b MS. mat>ma J>y weorJ>re: em. Thorpe. 

1903b MS. nacan: em. Rieger. 
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cuj?e nassas; ceol up gej?rang 
lyft-geswenced, on lande stod. 

HraJ)e was at holme hyd-weard geara, 

1915 se pe &r lange tld leofra manna 
fus aet faroffe feor wlatode; 

s£lde to sande sld-faej?me sc ip 
oncer-bendum faest, J?y l&s hym yj ?a Srym 
wudu wynsuman forwrecan meahte. 

1920 Het J>a up beran a)>elinga gestrecw, 

fraetwe ond fat-gold; nas him feor J?anon 
to gesecanne sinces bryttan, 

Higelac HreJ?ling, \>xr at ham wunaS 
selfa mid geslftum safe-wealle neah. 

1925 Bold w as betllc, brego-rof cyning, 
hea[/i on] healle, Hygd swIOe geong, 

wls, wel-|>ungen, }>eah tSe wintra lyt 

under burh-locan gebiden habbe 

Hare)?es dohtor; nas hlo hnah swa |>eah 
1930 ne to gneafr gif a Geata leodum 

maJ?m-gestreona. Mod|>rySo wag, 
fremu folces cwen, firen’ ondrysne. 

Nanig J?at dorste deor genej>an 

swasra geslfta, nefne sin-frea, 

1935 J>at hire an dages eagum starede; 
ac him wal-bende weotode tealde, 

hand-gewri/>ene; hra/>e seoJ>$an was 

after mund-gripe mece gej?inged, 

J>at hit sceaden-mal scyran moste, 

1940 cwealm-bealu cyftan. Ne bift swylc cwenWc J?eaw 
idese to efnanne, J>eah tSc hio anlicu sy, 

J?atte freoftu-webbe feores o/isace 
after lige-torne leofne mannan. 

1918a MS. oncear bendum: em. Grundtvig. 

1926a MS. hea halle: em. E. A. Kock, Anglia 42 (1918), 116. 

1931b MS. mod hryd'o waeg. Word division and translation follow G. V. 
Smithers (1966). See Commentary, p. 349. 

1939b Beginning with “moste,” Scribe II takes over, starting a new MS. 
line. See Backgrounds, p. 245. 
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Hutu pxt onhohsnod[e] Hem[m]inges m£g; 

1945 ea/o-drincende ofter s£dan, 

pxt hlo leod-bealewa l£s gefremede, 
inwit-nlfta, jyftftan Serest wearft 

gyfen gold-hroden geongum cempan, 

aeftelum dlore, syftftan hlo Offan flet 
1950 ofer fealone flod be faeder lare 

sifte gesohte; S&i hlo syftftan well 

in gum-stole, gode, m£re, 

llf-gesceafta lifigende breac 
hlold heah-lufan wift haelej?a brego, 

1955 ealles mon-cynnes mine gefr£ge 

p[one] selestan bi saem tweonum, 

eormen-cynnes. Forftam Offa waes 

geofum ond guftum gar-cene man, 

wide geweorftod; wlsdome heold 
1960 eftel slnne; J?onon Eom[e]r woe 

haeleftum to helpe, Hem[m]inges maeg, 

nefa Garmundes, nlfta craeftig. 

XXVIII Gewat him fta se hearda mid his hond-scole 
sylf aefter sande s£-wong tredan, 

1965 wide waroftas; woruld-candel scan 

sigel suftan fus. HI sift drugon, 

elne geeodon, to <5xs de eorla hleo, 

bonan OngenJ>eoes burgwm in innan, 
geongne guft-cyning godne gefrunon 
1970 hringas d&lan. Higelace waes 

sift Beowulfes snude gecyfted, 

pxt ftaer on worftig wlgendra hleo, 

lind-gestealla lifigende cwom, 

heafto-laces hal to hofe gongan. 

1975 Hrafte waes gerymed, swa se rica bebead, 
fefte-gestum flet innanweard. 

1944 MS. on hohsnod hem ninges: em. Thorpe and Kemble. 

1956a MS. J>«s: em. Thorpe. 

1960b MS. geomor ‘sad*: em. Thorpe. The name of Offa’s son is attested 
by Bede as Lat. Eumer, OE. £om£r. 

1961b MS. hem inges: em. Kemble. 
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Gesaet )>a wi<5 sylfne, se 5a saecce genaes, 
m£g wi5 maege, sy55an man-dryhten 

J>urh hleo5or-cwyde holdne gegrfctte 
1980 meaglum wordum. Meodu-scencum hwearf 
geond J>aet [heal ]-reced HaereSes dohtor, 

lufode 5a leode ll5-waege baer 
hae[/e/>]um to handa. Higelac ongan 

slnne geseldan in sele )>am hean 

1985 faegre fricgean; hyne fyrwet brace, 
hwylce Safe-Geata sl5as waeron: 

“Hu lomp eow on lade, leofa Blowulf, 

}>a 5u faeringa feorr gehogodest 
saecce secean ofer sealt waeter, 

1990 hilde to Hiorote? Ac 5u Hro5gare 

wT[</]-cu5ne wean wihte gebettest, 
maerum Seodne? Ic 5aes mod-ceare 
sorh-wylmum sea5 sl5e ne truwode 

leofes mannes; ic 5e lange baed 

1995 J?aet 5u J>one wael-g£st wihte ne grette, 
lete Su5-Dene sylfe geweorSan 
gu5e wi5 Grendel. Gode ic j?anc seege, 

J>aes 5e ic 5e gesundne geseon moste.” 

Blowulf maSelode, beam Ecg5ioes: 

2000 “Paet is undyme, dryhten Hige[/ac], 

[maru] gemeting monegum fira, 

hwy Ic [or/eg]-hw!l uncer Grendles 

weard on dam wange, p&r he woma fela 


1981a MS. J>aet re$ed, with “side” added above line by same hand in 
different ink: em. Kemble. The MS. reading can be made to alliterate if 
“hwearf* is moved down from the previous line. Then 1981 becomes: hwearf 
geond J>aet reced Haereftes dohtor (thus von Schauberfs edition). 

1983a MS. hae[d] nu, with “5** erased but correction not completed. Em. 
Trautmann. The uncorrected MS. form could be dat. pi. for the “Hxdnas,* 
a Norse tribe mentioned in Widsi# 81. See Wrenn-Bolton, p. 296. 

1991a MS. wiff cu6ne: em. Thorkelin. 

2000b MS. hige...: em. Thorkelin when he revised Transcript B (Malone, 
NC , p. 77). 

2001-2 Lost words at edge restored by Thorpe and by Samuel Moore, 
JEGP 18 (1919), 210. 
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Sige-Scy/dingum sorge gefremede, 

2005 yxmde to aldre; ic 5aet eall gewraec, 

swa beg ylpan [ne] J?earf Grendeles maga 
[cenig] ofer eor5an tiht-hlem J?one, 

se be lengest leofaft laSan cynnes 

[jcecne] bifongen. Ic Saer furSum cwom 
2010 to 5am hring-sele Hro5gar gretan; 
sona me se mftra mago Healfdenes 
sy65an he mod-sefan minne cu5e, 
wi5 his sylfes sunu setl getahte. 

Weorod waes on wynne, ne seah ic wldan feorh 
2015 under heofones hwealf heal-sittendra 

medu-dream mar an. Hwllum m£ru cwen, 

friSu-sibb folcu, flet eall geond-hwearf, 

b£dde byre geonge; oft hlo beah-wri5an 
secge [ sealde ], xr hie to setle geong. 

2020 Hwflum for [d]ugu&Q dohtor Hro5gares 
eorlum on ende ealu-w£ge baer, 

\> 2 l ic Freaware /lef-sittende 

nemnan hyrde, \>&r hlo [na?]gled-sinc 

haele5um sealde. Slo gehaten [was] 

2025 geong, gold-hroden, gladum suna Frodan; 

[/i]afa5 J>aes geworden wine Scyldinga, 
rices hyrde, ond ]>xt r&d tala5 
pxt he mid 5y wife wael-faeh5a dael, 
saecca gesette. Oft $eldan hw£r 
2030 aefter leod-hryre lytle Wile 

bon-gar buge5, }>eah seo bryd duge! 

2006a Addition by Grein. 

2007a MS. en.. in Thorkelin B only: restored by Kemble. 

2009a MS.First restored by Bugge as “facne” (in crime), of which 

“faecne” is a variant spelling. Malone, NC, p. 77, explains the Thorkelin A 
and B readings fa and fer as interpretations of a damaged “sc” ligature. 

2019a Lost word at edge supplied by Thorpe. 

2020a MS. .uguSe from Thorkelin B: restored by Grundtvig. 

2023b MS. ..g/ed sine: restored by Grein. 

2024b MS. ...se in Thorkelin B only. Malone, NC, p. 78, suspects 
reversal by B and would read .es which produces “wes” as a side-form of 
“waes.” Recent editions supply “is” (Kluge). 

2026a MS. .afaff: restored by Kemble. 
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Mxg \>xs f?onne of}?yncan 5eod[/ti] HeaSobeardna 
ond ]>egna gehwam J?ara leoda, 

/>onne he mid fafcmnan on flett g&3, 

2035 dryht-beam Dena, duguSa biwenede; 

on him gladiaft gomelra lafe, 
heard ond hring-msel Hea5abear[d]na gestreon, 

]?enden hie 5am w£pnum wealdan moston, 

[XXIX] o55aet hie forladdan to 5am lind-plegan 
2040 sw£se gesl5as ond hyra sylfra feorh. 

Ponne cwi5 aet beore se 5e beah gesyh5, 
eald aesc-wiga, se 5e eall g e[man\ 
gar-cwealm gumena —him biS grim [se]fa — 

onginne5 geomor-mod geo ng[um\ cempan 

2045 ]>urh hre5ra gehygd higes cunnian, 

wlg-bealu weccean, ond J?aet word acwy5: 

‘Meaht 5u, min wine, mece gecnawan, 

]>one ]>in faeder to gtieohte baer 
under here-grlman hindeman si5e, 

2050 dyre Iren, \>xr hyne Dene slogon, 

weoldon wael-stowe, sy55an WiSergyld laeg, 
aefter haele)>a hiyre, hwate Scyldungas? 

Nu her )>ara banena byre nat-hwylces 

fraetwum hremig on flet g£5, 

2055 morSres gy\pe[d] ond )>one ma5]?um byre5, 

J>one ]?e 5u m id rihte rSedan sceoldest.’ 

Mana5 sw a ond myndga5 maela gehwylce 
sarum wordum o55aet s£l cymeS, 

pact se fSmnan ]>egn fore faeder daedum 
2060 aefter billes bite blod-fag swefeS, 

2032b MS. deoden: em. Kemble. 

2037b MS. heafta bearna: em. Thorpe. 

2039 In MS. large capital “O” in “ofiftaet” indicates beginning of fitt, but 
there is no roman numeral. The numbering then skips XXX and continues 
with XXXI at 2144. 

2042b Thorkelin B: ge..m, which Thorkelin later completed as “genam" 
(took, endured). Em. Thorpe. 

2043b MS. grim..../a: completed by Conybeare and Kemble. 

2044b MS. geo rtg..: restored by Kemble. 

2055a MS. gyl ped from Thorkelin B: em. Kemble. 
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ealdres scyldig; him se o$er J>onan 

losaft [li]figende, con him land geare. 
Pon ne b\o6 [56]rocene on ba healfe 
aS-sweorS eorla; [syp]d an Ingelde 
2065 weallaS wael-nlftas ond him wf/-lufan 

aefter cear-waelmum colran weor6a6. 

Py ic Hea5obear[d]na hyldo ne telge , 
dryht-sibbe dael Denum unfaecne, 

freondscipe faestne. Ic sceal forft sprt can, 

2070 gen ymbe Grendel, paet Su geare cwnne, 

sinces brytta, to hwan sySSan wearS 
hond-raes haeleda. SydQan heofones gim 

glad ofer grundas, g£st yrre cwom 

eatol, aefen-grom, user neosan, 

2075 5aer we gesunde sael weardodon. 

P^r waes Hondscio hild onsafege, 

feorh-bealu f£gum; he fyrmest laeg, 

gyrded cempa; him Grendel wearft, 

m£nim magu-J>egne, to muft-bonan, 

2080 leofes mannes lie eall forswealg. 

No 6y abr ut 5a gen Idel-hende 
bona blodig-to5 bealewa gemyndig 
of 5am gold-sele gongan wolde, 
ac he maegnes rof min costode, 

2085 grapode gearo-folm. G/of hangode 
sld ond sylllc, searo-bendum faesf; 

slo waes or5oncum eall gegyrwed, 
d eofles craeftum ond dracan fellum. 

He mec peer on inn an unsynnigne, 

2090 dlor d^d-fruma, gedon wolde 

manigra sumne; hyt ne mihte swa, 


2062a MS. ..figende from Thorkelin A: em. Heyne. 

2063a MS. ..rocene: em. Kemble. 

2064b MS. ...dan: em. Kemble. 

2067a MS. heaffo bearna: em. Thorpe. 

2076b MS. hilde: em. Adolf Holtzmann, Germania 8 (1863), 496. 
2079a MS. maeru magu begne: em. Kemble. 

2085a MS. g eareo: em. Thorkelin. 
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syftftan ic on yrre upp-ri/zr astod. 

To lang ys to reccenne, hu ic dam leod-sceaftan 
yfla gehwylces hon d-lean forgeald 

2095 pxr ic, l>eoden min, pine leode 

weorftode weorcum. He on weg losade, 

lytle hwlle llf-wynna br eac; 
hwaej>re him slo swlftre swafte weardade 

hand on Hiorte, ond he hean ftonan 
2100 modes geomor mere-grund gefeoll. 

Me pone wael-raes wine Scyldunga 

faettan golde fela leanode, 
manegum maftmum, syftftan mergen com 

ond we to symble geseten haefdon. 

2105 paer waes gidd ond gleo; gome/a Scilding, 
fela incgende, feorran rehte; 

hwllum /zilde-deor hearpan wynne, 

gorae[/i]-wudu grette, hwllum gyd awraec 
soft ond sarllc, hwllum sylllc spell 

2110 rehte aefter rzlite rum-heort cyning; 
hwllum eft ongan eldo gebunden 
gomel guft-wiga giogutSe cwlftan, 

hilde-strengo; hrefter inne weoll, 

ponne he wintrum frod worn gemunde. 

2115 Swa we )?aer inne andlangne dceg 

nlode naman, oftftaet niht becwom 

ode r to yldum. pa waes eft hrafte 

gearo gym-wraece Grendeles modor, 

slftode sarh-full; sunu deaft fornam, 

2092b MS. upp nhte in Thorkelin A (thus an adverb), but the “e” is gone 
in the later Transcript B, followed in most editions as a silent emendation. 
The “e” is an authentic reading according to Malone, NC, p. 80, but the 
meter is improved without it. 

2093b MS. hu ieda in Thorkelin A with “e” misread for “c,” and “d” for 
“6.” First deduced by Gmndtvig. 

2094b Usually em. “ondlean” (payment, requital) but see line 1541 and 
Commentary, p. 336. 

2097b MS. brae in Thorkelin A, where Scribe ITs “ea” is transcribed as 
“ae” five other times. Restored by Kemble. 

2108a MS. go met from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grundtvig. 
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2120 wlg-hete Wedva. WIf unhyre 

hyre beam gewrac, beom acwealde 
ellenllce; p&t was JEschere , 
frodan fyrn-witan, feorh uSgenge. 

NoSer hy hine ne moston, sySSan mergen cwom 
2125 deaS-werigne, Denia leode 

bronde forbaman, ne on bal hladan 

leofne mannan; hio pxt lie atbar 

feondes iced[mum] [wn]der firgen-stream. 

Pat waes Ui&Sgar[e] hrgowa tomost, 

2130 paia pe leod-framan lange begeate. 

Pa se Seoden mec Sine life 
healsode hreoh-mod pcet ic on holma gearing 
eorlscipe efnde ealdre geneSde, 

marSo fremede; he m5 mede gehet. 

2135 Ic Sa Sas walmes, J>e is wide cuS 

grim[n]e gryrelicne grund-hyrde fond. 

Par unc hwlle was hand gem&ne; 

holm heolfre weoll, ond ic heafde becearf 

in Sam [gu&]-sele Grendeles modor 

2140 eacnum eegum; unsofte ponan 

feorh oSferede. Nas ic fege pa gyt, 

ac me eorla hleo eft gesealde 

maSma menigeo, maga Healfdenes. 

XXXI “Swa se Seod-kyning J?eawum lyfde; 

2145 nealles ic 5am leanum forloren hafde, 
magnes mede, ac he me [mddma]s geaf, 
sunu Healfdenes, on [mln]ne sylfes dom; 

5a ic Se, beom-cyning, bringan wylle, 
estum geywan. Gen is eall at Se 

2150 lissa gelong; ic lyt hafo 

heafod-maga, nefne, Hygelac, Sec.” 

2128 MS. iae6rungu. according to Malone, NC, p. 81: em. Grein and 

Kemble. 

2129a Lost letter restored by Grundtvig. 

2136a MS. grimme: em. Thorpe. 

2139a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Thorpe. 

2146-47 Words lost at edge restored by Kemble. 
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Het 5a in beran eafor-/t£afod-segn, 
heafto-steapne helm, hare byman, 

gu5-sweord geatollc, gyd after wrac: 

2155 “Me 5is hilde-sceorp Hroftgar sealde, 

snotra fengel; sume worde het, 
pxt ic his Srest 5e est gesagde; 
ewaft \>xt hyt hafde Hiorogar cyning, 

It od Scyldunga, lange hwlle. 

2160 No 5y cer suna sinum syllan wolde, 

hwatum tfeorowearde, }?eah he him hold w£re, 
breost-gew&du. Bruc ealles well!” 

Hyrde ic J?at J?am fratwum feower mSaras, 
lungre, gelice last weardode, 

2165 appel-fealuwe; he him est geteah 

meara ond maSma. Swa sceal mafeg don, 
nealles inwit-net otSium bregdon 
dyrnum crafte, deaft Tin[ian] 

hond-gesteallan. HygelSce was, 

2170 ruda heardum, nefa swyfte hold 

ond geh wader oftram hroJ>ra gemyndig. 

Hyrde ic pxt he 5one heals-beah Hygde gesealde, 
wratllcne wundui-maddum, 5one \>t him Wealhfteo 

geaf, 

fStod[nes] dohtor, }?rio wieg somod 

2175 swancor ond sadol-beorht; hyre sySftan was 
after beah-Sege br[e]ost geweorftod. 

Swa bealdode beam EcgSeowes, 

guma gudum cuS, godum d£dum, 
dr€ah after dome, nealles drunene slog 
2180 heorft-geneatas; nas him hrgoh sefa, 

ac he man-cynnes mftste crafte, 
gin-fastan gife, J>e him God sealde, 

heold hilde-deor. Hean was lange 

swa hyne Geata beam godne ne tealdon, 

2185 ne hyne on medo-bence micles wyrSne 

2168b MS. Ten...: em. Kemble. 

2174a MS. food..: restored by Kemble. 

2176b MS. brost: em. Thorpe. 
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drihten We[d]e[r]a gedon wolde; 

swy5e [wen]don pxt he sleac waere, 

ae5eling un/rom. Edwenden cwom 

tlr-eadigum menn torna gehwylces. 

2190 Het 5a eorla hit o in gefetian, 

hea5o-rof cyning, HretS les lafe, 

golde gegyrede; nxs mid Geatum 5a 
sinc-ma5J?um selra on sweordes had; 

]>xt he on Blowulfes be arm alegde, 

2195 ond him gesealde seofan p usendo, 

bold ond brego-stol. Him waes ham samod 
on 5am leod-scipe /ond gecynde, 

eard, e5el-riht, o5rum ^vi5or, 
side rice, J?am ftab r selra waes. 

2200 Eft j>aet gelode ufaran dogrum 

hilde-h/aemmum, sy55an Hygelac laeg, 

ond Hear[dr]ede hilde-meceas 
under bord-hreo5an to bonan wurdon, 

5a hyne gesohtan on sige-)?eode 
2205 hearde hild-frecan, Hea5o-Scylfingas, 

n!5a genagdan nefan Hererices: 
sy55an Beowulfe brade rice 

on hand g ehwearf. He geheold tela 
flftig wintra —woes da frod cyning, 

2210 eald ej?el-[w]eard— o ftiSaet an ongan 
deorcum nihtum draca rlcs[i]an, 
se 5e on hea um hofe hord beweot ode y 
stan-beorh stea[p]ne; stlg under 1 oeg 
eldum uncu5; J^aer on innan glong 

2186a MS. ...hten wereda, with drihten from Thorkelin B: em. Cosijn. 

2187a MS. ...don: restored by Grein. 

2202a MS. hearede: em. Grundtvig. 

2205a MS. hilde frecan: em. Grundtvig (for meter). 

2207a “Beowulfe” begins folio 182 r which is badly faded and often 
illegible. Experts disagree on which portions of this page have been freshened 
up by a later scribe. 

2210a MS. et>el peard: read thus by Malone, NC, p. 84. 

2211b MS. rics an from Thorkelin A: em. Kemble. 

2213a MS. stearne: em. Malone, NC , p. 84. 
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2215 nida nSt -hwylc, si [pe\ nih gefing 

hsSnum horde, hond. 

since fahne. Hi pat sySSan [wrcec], 
piah &e hi sl£pende besyxt[de wur]de 
piofts craefte; pxt sie &iod on[fari]d, 

2220 hw-folc beorna, pxt h£ gebolgen waes. 

XXXII Nealies mid gewe[a]ldum wyrm-hord 5[h]rffi[c], 
sylfes willum, si Se him sd re gescedd, 
ac for )>ria-nidlan p[iow] n&t-hwylces 
haeleSa bearna hete-swengeos flioh, 

2225 arn[e\ s J>ea rfa, ond Sfcr inne feal[h], 

secg syn-hysig; s5na [m]w[l]ftt[o]de, 

pxt [gehdo] Sam gyste [gryr]e-br[<5]g[a] stdd; 
hwxSre [eorm]-sceapen . 


2215b MS. se..neh gefeng from readings by Sedgefield and Malone under 
ultraviolet light. Conjectural restoration by Sedgefield. 

2217b Four or five illegible letters follow “syffttan” Conjectural restora¬ 
tion by Sedgefield. Klaeber*s alternative is to place the “ne” in the Mine and 
supply “bernur (concealed) instead of “wnec." 

2218 MS. \>..h6. h., confirmed by Thorkelin B. In the second half-line, 
only de was legible to Zupitza. Restoration by Kluge. 

2219b MS. on..J: restored by Grain. 

2221 MS. ge weoldu; em. Zupitza, disputed by Malone, NC, p. 85. MS. 
wyrm horda craft: em. Kaluza. 

2223b MS. p...: restored as p[iow] *slave* by Crandtvig (accepted by 
Malone) and as p[egri] ‘retainer* by Kemble (accepted by Zupitza). The 
social status of the thief may affect interpretation. 

2225 MS. asrn.s: thus read and restored by Zupitza. MS. ft al with **f* 
altered from “w” (Malone, NC, p. 85), emended by Grein from Thorkelin 
A and B weall. 

2226b MS. mwatide is meaningless. Em. by Thorpe, followed by Cham¬ 
bers and von Schaubert A more conservative alternative offered by Ettmttller 
and Heyne is M in [£]ft tide** (in that time). Upon the assumption that the 
reading was inaccurately freshened up, Dobbie conjectured an original 
“onfunde** (he discovered); see MLN 67 (1952), 242-45. The context is 
insufficient for confident emendation. 

2227 Conjectural restoration by Malone, NC, p. 85, for the first illegible 
space, about five letters long; "gryre** conjectured by Grein from MS. 
br.g. 

2228a Conjectural restoration of a four-letter space by Kemble. 
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. sceapen 

2230 . pa hyne se f©[r] begeat 

sinc-faet [sdhte]. Paer waes swylcra fela 
in Sam toitS-[hu]se £r-gestreona, 
swa hy on gear-dagwm gumena nat-hwylc, 
eormen-lafe cepe lan cynnes, 

2235 |>anc-hycgende pxr ge/iydde, 

deore maSmas. Ealle hie deaS fom am 
£rran malum, ond s[e] an Sa gen 

leoda duguSe, se Sfir lengest hwearf, 

weard wine-geomor, [w]ende £aes ylcan 
2240 pat he lytel faec long-gestreona 
brucan moste. Beorh eall-gearo 

wunode on wonge w^ter-ySum neah, 

nlwe be naesse nearo-craeftum fast 
Par on innon bar eorl-gestreona 

2245 hringa hyrde hord-wyrSne dal, 
f&ttan goldes, fea worda cwaS: 

“Heald pn nu, hruse, nu haleS ne m[o]stan, 
eorla £hte! Hwat, hyt aer on Se 
gode begeaton. GuS-deaS fomam, 

2250 [/]eorh-beal[o] frecne fyra gehwylcne 
leoda mlnra, pa[r]a Se pis [lif] ofgeaf, 
gesawon sele-dream[as]. Nah hwa sweord wege 

2230b MS. faes, with very small superscript “faer** or “er” added in much 
later hand (Malone, NC, p. 85). 

2231a An illegible five-letter space, restored by Grein and newly sup¬ 
ported by Robert P. Creed, PQ 35 (1956), 206-8. Cf. line 2300. 

2232a MS. eor5/ .. se: restored by Zupitza. 

2237b MS. si: em. Kemble. 

2239b MS. rende (so Sedgefield and Malone); Zupitza saw M rihde** 
freshened up over an original “wende.” The original “c” of “ylcan** was 
later altered to “d.** 

2245b MS. hord, with “o’* later altered to “a.** 

2247b MS. maestan, with an original “o** under the “ae” (Zupitza). 

2250 MS. reorh bealc: em. Zupitza and Malone. MS. fyrena: em. Thorpe. 

2251b MS. J>ana / flfe pis ofgeaf: em. Kemble. 

2252a Two illegible letters at end of fol. 182 T restored by Bugge. An 
alternative restoration by Holthausen is to leave “sele-dream** singular and 
to add “Ic** to the start of the b-line. 






184 


Beowulf 


o66e ie[ormie] fated wage, 
drync-faet deore; dug[w#] ellor s[c]oc. 

2255 Sceal se hearda helm [/iyr]sted golde 
faetum befeallen; feormynd swefaS, 

J?a Se beado-grlman bywan sceoldon; 

ge swylce seo here-pad, s io aet hilde gebad 

ofer borda gebraec bite Irena, 

2260 brosnaS aefter beorne; ne maeg byrnan bring 
aefter wlg-/rwman wide feran 

haeleSum be healfe. Naes hearpan wyn, 

gomen gleo-beames, ne god hafoc 

geond sael swingeS, ne se swifta mearh 
2265 burh-stede beateft. Bea/o-cwealm hafaS 

fela feorh-cynna lord onsended!” 

Swa giomor-mod giohSo maende, 

an aefter eallum; unbllSe hw e[arf] 
daeges ond nihtes, oSSaet deaSes wylm 
2270 hr an aet heortan. Hord-wynne fond 
eald uh/-sceaSa opene standan, 

se Se bymende biorgas seceS, 

nacod nlS-draca, nihtes fleogeS 
fyre befangen; hyne fold-buend 

2275 [swlde ondrce\da[d]. He gesecean sceall 

[ho]r[d on /z]rusan, J?aer he haSen gold 
waraS wmtrum frod; ne byS him wihte Sy sel. 

Swa se Seod-sceaSa |>reo hund wintra 
he old on hrusa[rc] hord-aerna sum 

2280 eacen-craeftig, oSSaet hyne an abealch 

mon on mode; man-dryhtne baer 
fated wage, frioSo-ware baed 
hlaford slnne. Da was hord rasod, 
onboren beaga fcord, bene getlSad 

2253a MS. ie .: restored by Grein. 

2254b MS. dug..: restored by Kemble. MS. seoc: em. Grein. 

2255b MS. ...sted: restored by Grundtvig. 

2268b MS. hwe.r.: em. Grein. 

2275a Only “da” legible in MS. Restoration by Zupitza. 

2276a MS. ...r. / .. .rusan: restorations by Zupitza, Grein, Grundtvig. 

2279a MS. hrusam: em. Thorkelin. 
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2285 feasceaftum men. Frea sceawode 

fira fym-geweorc /orman sl5e. 

Pa se wyrm onwoc, wroht waes genlwad; 
stone 5a after stane, stearc-heort onfand 
feondes fot-last; he to for5 gestop 
2290 dyman craefte, dracan heafde neah. 

Swa mag unf£ge ea5e gedlgan 
wean ond wrac-sl5, se 5e Waldendes 
hyldo gehealdej?. Hord-weard sohte 
geome after grunde, wolde guman findan, 
2295 )>one J?e him on sweofote sare geteode; 
hat ond hreoh-mod hlaw oft ymbe-hwearf 
ealne utonweardne, ne 5£r £nig mon 
on paere westenne; hwaeSre [wlges] gefeh, 
be^[dwe] weorces; hwilum on beorh athw tarf 
2300 sinc-faet sohte. He J>at sona onf and 

5at hafde gumena sum goldes gefandod, 
heah-gestreona. Hord-weard onbad 
earfo51Ice, o55at afen c worn; 
waes 6a gebolgen beorges hyrde 
2305 wolde [^]e la5a llge forgyldan 

drinc-fat dyre. Pa was dag sceacen 
wyrme on willan; no on wealle la[n]g 
hfdan wolde, ac mid bale for, 
fyre gefysed. Was se fruma egesllc 
2310 Jeodum on lande, swa hyt lungre wearS 
on hyra sinc-gifan sare geendod. 

XXXIII Da se gast ongan gledum splwan, 


2296b MS. hlaewu: em. Kemble. 

2298b MS. hilde: em. Trautmann. 

2299a MS. bea. The em. follows Malone, NC, p. 88, who argues that 
Scribe II wrote “bead,” skipping one “we” in a copy text that read “beadwo' 
weorces.” 

2305a MS. fela #a: em. Bugge. 

2307b MS. lag: em. Cosijn. The MS. reading can be retained simply by 
placing a comma at the end of the line (thus von Schaubert*s edition). Then 
the translation would go: “he did not remain inside the wall, he would not 
wait” 
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beorht hofu baernan; bryne-leoma stod 
eldum on andan; no tScer aht cwices 
2315 la5 lyft-floga Man wolde. 

Waes J^aes wyrmes wig wide gesy ne, 

ne aro-fages nl5 nean ond feorran, 

hu 5e gu5-scea5a Geata leode 
hatode ond hy nde; hord eft gesceat, 

2320 dryht-sele dym ne aer daeges hwlle. 

Haefde land-wara Ugt befangen, 

bale ond bronde; beorges getrawode, 

wlges ond wealles; him seo wen geleah. 

Pa waes Blowulfe broga gecy5ed 
2325 snude to so5e, )>aet his sylfes h[d]m, 
bolda selest, bryne-wylmum mealt, 

gif-stol Geata. pact 5am godan waes 
hreow on hre5re, hyge-sorge mast; 

wende se wlsa }>aet he Wealdende 

2330 ofer ealde riht, ecean Dryhtne, 

bitre gebulge; hreost innan weoll 

Rostrum ge}>oncum, swa him gej?ywe ne waes. 
Haefde llg-draca leoda faesten, 

ea-lond utan, eor5-weard 5one 

2335 gledum forgrunden; him 5aes gu5-kyning, 

Wedera j?Ioden, wraece leoraode. 

Heht him pa gewyrcean wlgendra hleo 
eall-Irenne, eorla dryhten, 
wig-bord wratllc; wisse he gearwe 
2340 J?aet him holt-wudu he[ lpan\ ne meahte, 

lind wi5 llge. Sceolde [/i]J>end-daga 

aepeling ar-god ende gebldan, 

worulde llfes, ond se wyrm somod, 

J>eah 5e hord-welan heolde lang*. 

2345 Oferhogode 5a hringa fengel, 


2325b MS. him: em. Grundtvig. 

2340b MS. he....: restored by Thorkelin. 

2341b MS. sceolde .. / hend daga (letter-spaces at MS. line-end from 
Thorkelin B): restoration by Malone, NC, p. 89. Usually emended as “lan- 
daga” (loaned days) following Grundtvig. 
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J>aet he }?one wld-flogan weorode gesohte, 
sldan herge; no he him \>a saecce ondred, 
ne him ]>xs wyrmes wig for wiht dyde, 
eafo5 ond ellen, for5on he &i fela 

2350 nearo ne5ende nl5a gedl gde> 

hilde-hlemma, sy55an he Hroftgares, 

sigor-eadig secg, sele fafclsode 

ond aet g ude forgrap Grendeles maegum 
la5an cynnes. No \>xi l£sest waes 

2355 hond-gtmdt[a\ \>abr mon Hygelac sloh, 

sy55an Geata cyning gu5e rafcsum, 
frea-wine folca Fres-londum on, 

Hre51es eafora hiora-dryncum swealt, 

bille gebeatert. t^onan Blowulf com 

2360 sylfes craefte, sund-nytte dreah; 

haefde him on earme [eorla] Jmtig [ra] 
hilde-geatwa, }?a he to holme |>f]ag; 

nealles Hetware hremge \>ort[t]on 

fe5e-wlges, J>e him foran ongean 
2365 /inde bfcron; lyt eft becwom 

fram J?am Ziild-frecan hames nlosan. 

Oferswam 5a siole5a bigong sunu Ecg5eowes, 
earn an-haga eft to leodum; 

\>xt him Hygd gebead hord ond rice, 

2370 beagas ond brego-stol; beame ne truwode, 

J>aet he wi5 ael-fylcum e}>el-stolas 
healdan cuSe, 5a waes Hygelac dead. 

No 5y afer feasceafte /indan meahton 

aet 5am ae5elinge cenige 5inga, 

2375 \>xt he Heardrede hlaford w£re, 
o55e }?one cynedom closan wolde; 

hwae5re he hi [ne] on folce freond-larum heold, 


2347b MS. J>a: em. Thorkelin. 

2355a MS. hond gemot: em. Kemble. 

2361-62 The MS. leaf begins: ... XXX hilde geat wa f>ahe to holme 
..ag: em. and trans. follow Fred C. Robinson, SP 62 (1965), 12. 

2363b MS. J>orf. with “on” from Thorkelin B: restored by Kemble. 
2377a MS. hi: em. Thorpe. 
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estum mid are, oftftaet he yldra wearft, 
Weder-Geatum weold. Hyne wraec-maecgas 
2380 ofer s& sohtan, suna Ohteres; 

haefdon hy forhealden helm Scylfinga, 

J?onc selestan s£-cyninga, 

)>ara <5e in Swlo-rice sine brytnade, 
maeme peoden. Him J>aet to mearce wear5; 

2385 he peer [/]or feorme feorh-wunde hleat, 
sweordes swengum, sunu Hygelaces, 
ond him eft gewat OngenSioes beam 
ha mes nlosan, syftftan Heardred laeg, 

let Sone brego-stol Blowulf healdan 

2390 Geatum wealdan; pxt waes god cyning. 

XXXIHI Se 9aes leod-hryres lean gemunde 
uferan dogrum, Eadgilse wearS, 
feasceaftum freond; folce gestepte 
ofer s£ side sunu Ohteres, 

2395 wigum ond w£pnum; he gewraec sySftan 
cealdum cear-slftum, cyning ealdre bineat 

Swa he nlfta gehwane genesen haefde, 
sliSra geslyhta, sunu EcgSiowes, 
ellen-weorca, oft ftone anne daeg, 

2400 J>e he wift J>am wyrme gewegan sceolde. 

Gewat J?a twelfa sum, tome gebolgen, 

dryhten Geata dracan sceawian. 

Haefde J>a gefrunen, hwanan slo f£hft aras, 
bealo-nlft bioma; him to bearme cwdm 
2405 maftj?um-faet mxre J?urh <5xs m Man hond. 

Se waes on 9am Create J?reotteofta secg, 
se ftaes orleges or onstealde, 
haeft Ziyge-giomor, sceolde hean ftonon 
wong wlsian. He ofer willan giong, 

2410 to ftaes fte he eorft-sele anne wisse, 
hlaew under Artisan holm-wylme neh, 
yft-gewinne; se waes innan full 

2383a MS. J>ara Se / Se: em. Kemble. 

2385a MS. orfeoime: em. Hermann Moller, Das altenglischen Volksepos 
(Kiel: Lipsius & Tischer, 1883), p. 111. 
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wrietta ond wira. Weard unhiore, 

gearo guS-freca gold-maSmas h£old, 

2415 eald under eorSan; naes J?aet y5e ceap 
to gegangenne gumena £nigum. 

Gesaet 5a on naesse nift-heard cyning 
J>enden haelo ahead heorft-geneatum, 
gold-wine Geata. Him waes geomor sefa 
2420 w£fre ond wael-fus, wyrd ungemete neah, 
se Sone gomelan gretan sceolde, 

secean sawle hord, sundur gedaelan 
lif wiS lice; no J>on lange waes 
feorh aej?elinges fl£sce bewunden. 

2425 Biowulf maj>elade, beam Ecgfteowes: 

“Fela ic on giogofte guS-r£sa genaes, 
orleg-hwila; ic pxt eall gemon. 

Ic waes syfan-wintre, pa. mec sinca baidor, 
frea-wine folca aet mlnum txder genam. 

2430 Heold mec ond haefde Hreftel cyning, 

geaf me sine ond symbel, sibbe gemunde; 
naes ic him to life laftra owihte 

beom in burgum J?onne his beama hwylc, 
Herebeo/d ond Haeftcyn, o85e Hygelac min. 
2435 Waes pam yldestan ungedefelice 
m£ges d£dum morJ?or-bed stred, 
sySftan hyne Haeftcyn of hom-bogan, 
his frea-wine flane geswencte, 

miste mercelses ond his m£g o/scet, 

2440 broftor 6Seme, blodigan gare. 

Part w ass feoh-leas gefeoht, fyrenum gesyngad, 

hreftre hyge-meSe; sceolde hwaeSre swa }>eah 
aeSiling unwrecen ealdres linnan. 

“Swa biS geomorllc gomelum ceorle 
2445 to gebidanne, J>aet his byre ride 

giong on galgan; J?onne hS gyd wrece, 
sSrigne sang, ponne his sunu hangaft 

hrefne to hroftre ond he him help[e] ne maeg, 
eald ond infrod, aenige gefremmon. 


2448b MS. helpa/i: em. Kemble. 
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2450 Symble biff gemyndgad moma gehwylce 
eaforan ellor-slff, offres ne gymetf 

to gebldanne burgum in innan 
yrfe-weardas, J?onne se an hafaff 
}?urh deaffes nyd daeda gefondad. 

2455 Gesyhff sorh-cearig on his suna bure 
wln-sele westne, windge reste 

reote berofene; rldend swefaff, 
haeleff in hoffman; nis ]>xr hearpan sweg, 

XXXV1 8 oraen m § ear dum, swylce ffaer iu waeron. 

^460 ( u GewIteff l> 0Iine on sealman, sorh-leoff gaeleff, 

' an aefter anum; fmhte him eall to rum, 
wongas ond wlc-stede. Swa Wedra helm 
aefter Herebealde heortan sorge 

weal/ende waeg; wihte ne meahte 
2465 on Sam feorh-bonan fafeghffe gebetan; 

no 6y aer he \>one hea6o-rinc hatian ne meahte 
laffum daedum, f>eah him leof ne waes. 

He 6a mid t>aere sorhge, [ 510 ] t>e him sarfe] belamp, 
gum-dream ofgeaf, Godes leoht geceas; 

2470 eaferum laefde, swa deff eadig mon, 

lond ond leod-byrig, J?a he of life gewat. 

“Pa wees synn ond sacu Sweona ond Geata 
ofer [wld] waeter wroht gemaene, 

here-nlff hea rda, syffffan Hreffel swealt, 

2475 offffe him Ongenffeowes eaferan wftran 
frome, fyrd-hwate; freode ne woldon 

ofer heafo healdan, ac ymb Hreosna-beorh 

eat olne inwit-scear oft gefremedon. 


2464a MS. weal / ../ide with Thorkelin A and B weal linde probably in 
error; Conybeare (1826) attested an “e” after the second “1.” See Dobbie, 
p. 244, for analysis of the misreading. 

2468b MS. J?e hi sio sar: this looks corrupt since “sar” (grief) is regularly 
neuter. Em. by Sedgefield, on the analogy of line 2222b, as the best of many 
suggestions, including retaining the MS. form as feminine (Chambers, von 
Schaubert). 

2473a Lost word at edge of MS. Thorkelin A rid: restoration by 
Grundtvig. 

2478b MS. oft ge ge fremedon: em. Thorkelin. 
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Past maeg-wine mine gewrScan, 

2480 f£hfte ond fyrene, swa hyt gefraege waes, 
)>eah fte ofter his ealdre gebohte, 
heardan ceape; Haeftcynne wearft, 

Geata dryhtne, gu5 onsftge. 

Pa ic on morgne gefraegn maeg ofteme 
2485 billes ecgum on bonan st&lan, 
p&T OngeraJ>eow Eofores nlosaft; 

giift-helm toglad, gomela Scylfing 

hreas [heoro]-b\ac\ bond gemunde 

f£hfto genoge, feorh-sweng ne o/teah. 
2490 “Ic him J>a maftmas, J?e he me sealde, 
geald aet gufte, swa me gifefte waes, 

leohtan sweorde; he me lond forgeaf, 

eard, eftel-wyn. Naes him £nig )>earf 

J>aet he to Gifftum oftfte to Gar-Denum 

2495 oftfte in Swlo-rice secean J?urfe 

wyrsan wlg-frecan, weorfte gecypa n; 
symle ic him on feftan beforan wolde, 
ana on orde, ond swa to aldre sceall 
saecce fremman, J?enden pis sweord J>olaft, 
2500 pact mec aer ond sift oft gel£ste, 

syftftan ic for dugeftum Daeghrefne wearft 
to hand-bonan, Huga cempan. 

Nalles he SS fraetwe Fres-cyning[e], 
hreost-weorftunge bringan moste, 

2505 ac in c[a]mp[e] gecrong cumbles hyrde, 
ae]>eling on elne; ne waes ecg bona, 
ac him hilde-grap heortan wylmas, 

ban-hus gebraec. Nu sceall billes ecg, 

hond ond heard sweord ymb hord wlgan.” 
2510 Beowulf maftelode, beot-wordum spraec 
nlehstan slfte: ‘7c geneftde fela 

gufta on geogofte; gyt ic wylle, 


2488a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein. 
2503b MS. fres cyning: em. Grundtvig. 

2505a MS. incempan: cm. Kemble. 
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frod folces weard, f£hSe secan, 

m£r3u fremman gif mec se man-sceaSa 
2515 of eorft-sele ut geseceS!” 

Gegrette Sa gumena gehwylcne, 

hwate helm-berend hindeman slSe, 

sw£se geslSas: “Nolde ic sweord beran, 

wsepen to wyrme, gif ic wyste hu 
2520 wi$ Sam aglsecean dies meahte 

gylpe wiSgripan, swa ic gio wiS Grendle dyde; 
ac ic Saer heaSu-fyres hates wene, 

[ojreSes ond attres; forSon ic mg on hafu 

bord ond byman. Nelle ic beorges weard 
2525 oferfleon fotes trem, ac unc Ifurdur] sc eal 
weorSan St wealle, swa unc wyrd geteoS, 

Metod manna gehwaes. Ic eom on mode from, 
J>aet ic wiS J?one guS-flogan gylp ofersitte. 
Geblde ge on beorge, bymum werede, 

2530 secgas on searwum, hwaeSer sel maege 
after wael-rSse wunde gedygan 

uncer twega. Nis J>aet Sower slS, 
ne gemet mannes, nefne min anes, 

[pas ]t he wiS aglScan eofoSo dale 
2535 eorlscype efne. Ic mid elne sceall 

gold gegangan, oSSe guS nimeS, 

feorh-bealu frecne, frean eoweme!” 

Aras Sa bl ronde rof oretta, 
heard under helme, hioro-sercean baer 

2540 under stan-cleofu, strengo getruwode 

anes mannes; ne biS swylc earges slS! 

Geseah Sa be wealle, si Se woma fela, 


2514a MS. maerdfl: em. Bugge. 

2523a MS. reOes 7 hattres: em. Grein and Grundtvig respectively. Of 
special interest since it resembles hendiadys in classical rhetoric. For further 
discussion and references, see A. S. Cook, MLN 40 (1925), 137-142, and 
R. D. Stevick, MLQ 20 (1959), 339-343. 

2525b No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Klaeber. 

2533b MS. nefne from Thorkelin B only. 

2534a MS. wat: em. Grundtvig. 
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gum-cystum god, gu5a gofigde, 

hilde-hlemma, J?onne hnitan fe5an, 

2545 rto[«]dan stan-bogan, stream ut jjonan 

brecan of beorge; was )>are buman walm 
hea5o-fyrum hat; ne meahte horde neah 
unbyrnende anige hwfle 
deop gedygan for dracan lege. 

2550 Let 5a of breostum, 6a he gebolgen was, 
Weder-Geata leod word ut faran, 
stearc-heort styrmde; stefn in becom 
hea5o-torht hlynnan under hame stan. 
Hete was onhrered, hord-weard oncnlow 
2555 mannes reorde; nas 5ar mara fyrst 

freode to friclan. From £rest cwom 

oru6 aglacean ut of stane, 

hat hilde-swat; hruse dynede. 

Biora under beorge bord-rand onswaf 
2560 wi5 5am gryre-gieste, Geata dryhten; 

5a was hring-bogan heorte gefysed 

sacce to seceanne. Sweord ar gebrafed 
god gu5-cyning, gomele lafe, 

ecgum ungleaw; aghwa5rum was 

2565 bealo-hycgendra broga fram o5rum. 

Stl5-mod gestod wid steapne rond 

winia bealdor, 5a se wyrm gebeah 
snude tosomne; he on searwum bad. 
Gewat 5a bymende gebogan scri5a/i, 

2570 to gescipe scyndan. Scyld wel gebearg 
life ond lice lassan hwlle 
marum Jjeodne \>onne his myne sohte; 
5ar he py fyrste, forman dogore, 
wealdan moste, swa him wyrd ne gescraf 

2575 hre5 at hilde. Hond up abr£d 

Geata dryhten, gryre-fahne s\oh 

incge-lafe, J>at slo ecg gewac, 


2545a MS. rtodan: em. Thorpe. 

2564a MS. un/gleaw: with “e" partially erased. 
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brun on bane, bat unswl8or 
)>onne his 8lod-cyning pearfe haefde, 

2580 bysigum gebseded. Pa waes beorges weard 
aefter heaSu-swenge on hreoum mode, 

wearp wael-fyre; wide sprungon 

hilde-leoman. Hre8-sigora ne gealp 
gold-wine Geata; gu8-bill geswac, 

2585 nacod aet nl8e, swa hyt no sceolde, 

Iren £r-god. Ne waes J>aet eSe sl8, 

J?aet se maera maga EcgSeowes 

grund-wong )>one ofgyfan wolde; 

sceolde [ofer] will an wlc eardian 

2590 elles hwergen, swa sceal aeghwylc mon 
alafetan lan-dagay. Naes 8a long to 8on 

J>aet 8a aglaecean hy eft gemetton. 

Hyrte hyne hord-weard —hre8er &8me weoll— 

nlwan stefne; nearo 8rowode, 

2595 fyre befongen, se 8e &i folce weold. 

Nealies him on heape hand-gesteallan, 
ae8elinga beam ymbe gestodon 

hilde-cystum, ac hy on holt bugon, 

ealdre burgan. Hiora in anum weoll 

2600 sefa wi8 sorgum; sibb £fre ne maeg 

wiht onwendan }?am 8e wel J?ence8. 

XXXVI Wlglaf waes haten, Weoxstanes sunu, 
leoffic lind-wiga, leod Scylfinga, 

m Sbg iElfheres; geseah his mon-dryhten 

2605 under here-grlman hat }?rowian. 

Gemunde 8a Sa are J?e he him £r forgeaf, 
wlc-stede weligne WSgmundinga, 

folc-rihta gehwylc, swa his faeder ahte; 

ne mihte 8a forhabban, hond rond gefeng, 

2610 geolwe linde; gomel swyrd geteah, 

pact waes mid eldum Eanmundes laf, 


2589a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Rieger. 
2596b MS. heand gesteallan: em. Kemble. 
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sum Ohtere[j]. Pam aet saecce wear5, 

w r<ecca[n] wine-leasum, Weohstan bana 

meces ec gum, ond his magum aetbaer 

2615 brun-fagne helm, hringde byman, 

eald-sweord etonisc. paet him Onela forgeaf, 
his gaedelinges gu5-gewaedu, 
fyrd-searo fusllc; no ymbe 5a faeh5e spraec, 
peah 5e he his bro5or beam abredwade. 

2620 He fraetwe geheold fela missera, 

bill ond byman, o55aet his byre mihte 
eorlscipe efnan swa his aer-faeder; 

geaf him 5a mid Geatum gu5-gewafeda 
aeghwaes unrim, pa he of ealdre gewat, 

2625 frod on for5-weg. \>d waes forma sl5 
geongan cempan ]>cet he gu5e r£s 
mid his freo-dryhtne fremman sceolde. 

Ne gemealt him se mod-sefa, ne his m£ges laf 
gewac aet wlge; p[cet] se wyrm onfand 
2630 sy55an hie togaedre gegan haefdon. 

Wlglaf ma5elode, word-rihta fela 

saegde ges!5um— him waes sefa geomor: 

“Ic 5aet rruzl geman p&r we medu J?egun 
povme we geheton ussum hlaforde 

2635 in blor-sele, 5e us 5as beagas geaf, 

paet we him 5a gu5-getawa gyldan woldon, 

gif him )?yslicu peart gelumpe, 

helmas ond heard sweord. De he usic on herge geceas 

to 5yssum sl5-fate sylfes willum, 

2640 onmunde usic m£r5a, ond me pas ma5mas geaf, 
pe he usic gar-wlgend gode tealde, 
hwate helm-berend, )>eah 5e hlaford us 

pis ellen-weorc ana aSohte 


2612a MS. obtere: em. Grundtvig. 

2613 MS. w mcca from Thorkelin A: em. Ettmuller. MS. weobstanes: 
em. Grundtvig. 

2628b MS. msgenes: em. Ettmuller. 

2629b MS. ha: em. Thorpe. 
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to gefremmanne, folces hyrde, 

2645 forftam he manna miest maerda gefremede, 
dada dolllcra. Nu is se daeg cumen 

ure wian-dryhten maegenes behofa5, 
godra gu5-rinca; wutun gongan to, 
helpan hild-fruman, penden hyt sy, 

2650 gled-egesa grim! God wat on mec 

pxi me is micle leofre J?aet mlnne llc-haman 
mid mlnne gold-gyfan gled faeSmie. 

Ne J?ynce5 me gerysne J?aet we rondas beren 
eft to earde, nemne we £ror maegen 
2655 fane gefyllan, /eorh ealgian 

Wedra 5eodnes. Ic wat gears, 

J?aet n£ron eald-gewyrht, pxt he ana scyle 
Geata dugufte gnom jjrowian, 

geslgan aet saecce; urum sceal sweord ond helm, 

2660 byme ond b[sa]du-scrud bam gem£ne 

Wod j>a J?urh pont wael-rec, wlg-Zieafolan baer 
frean on fultum, fea worda cwced: 

“Leofa Blowulf, last eall tela, 

swa 5u on geoguft-feore geara gecwfcde, 

2665 |>aet 5u ne alate be 5e lifigendum 

dom gedreosan; scealt nu dadum rof, 

aefteling an-hydig, ealle maegene 

feorh ealgian; ic 56 ful-lastu.” 

iCfter 5am wordum wynn yrre cwom, 

2670 atol inwit-g^r, o5re si5e, 

fyr-wylmum fah, ffonda nlo sian 

la5ra manna. Llg ySum for, 

bom bord wid rond; byme ne meahte 
geongum gar-wigan geoce gefremman; 

2675 ac se maga geonga undsr his mages scyld 


2660a MS. byrdu scrud: em. Ettmiiller. 

2671b Thorkelin A mosum, B niosnan: restoration deduced by Grundtvig. 
2672-73 Several different word-divisions are possible here, such as: lig- 
ydum forbom / bord wid rond[e]. The present arrangement is adapted from 
R. Willard, MLN 76 (1961), 290-93, 
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elne geeode, pa his 3gen [wees] 
gledum forgranden. pa gen guS-cyning 
m [cerda] gemunde, maegen-strengo sloh 
hilde-bille, poet hyt on heafolan stod 
2680 nlj?e genyded; Naegling forbaerst, 

geswac aet saecce sweord Blowulfes, 
gomol ond graeg-m&l. Him paet gifeSe ne waes, 
post him Irenna eege mihton 
helpan aet hilde; waes slo hond to strong 
2685 se Se meca gehwane, mine gefrage, 

swenge ofersohte, ponne he to saecce baer 
wapen wundum heard; naes him white Se sel. 

Pa waes J>eod-sceaSa Jmddan siSe, 
frecne fyr-draca fahSa gemyndig, 

2690 rasde on Sone rofan, pa him rum ageald; 
hat ond heaSo-grim, heals ealne ymbefeng 

biteran banum; he geblodegod wearS 
sawul-driore; swat ySum weoll. 

XXXVII Da ic aet J?earfe [gefrosgn\ }>eod-cyninges 
2695 andlongne eorl ellen cySan, 

craeft ond cenSu, swa him gecynde waes. 

Ne hedde he paes heafolan, ac slo hand gebam 
modiges mannes, j?ar he his mages healp 

paet he pone niS-gaest nloSor hwene sloh, 

2700 secg on searwum, paet Saet sweord gedeaf 
fah ond fated, paet Saet fyr ongon 
sweSrian sySSan. pa gen sylf cyning 
geweold his gewitte, waell-seaxe gebrad, 

biter ond beadu-scearp, pxt hS on byman waeg; 
2705 forwrat Wedra helm wyrm on middan. 

Feond gefyldan —ferh ellen wraec— 

ond hi hyne pa begen abroten haefdon, 
sib-aeSelingas. Swylc sceolde secg wesan, 

J?egn aet Searfe! paet Sam j?eodne waes 

Conjectural restoration by Grundtvig for word lost at edge. 
MS. m....: conjectural restoration by Grundtvig. 

No gap in MS.: addition by Kemble. 

MS. msgenes: em. Kemble. 


2676b 

2678a 

2694a 

2698b 
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2710 sl8as[r] sige-hwTle sylfes dSdum 

worlde geweorces. Da slo wund ongon, 

J>e him se eortf-draca £r geworhte, 
swelan ond swella/i; he }>aet sona onfand 
J?aet him on breostum beal o-riide weoll 

2715 attor on innan. Da se ae8eling glortg 
}>aet he bl wealle, wls-hycgende, 
gesaet on sesse; seah on enta geweorc, 

hu 8a stan-bcgan stapulum faeste 

ece eor8-reced innan healde. 

2720 Hyne )>a mid handa heoro-dreorigne 
peoten msme, J>egn ungemete till 

wine-dry/t/e/i his waetere gelafede, 

hilde-saedne, ond his hel[m] onspeon. 

Biowulf maJ?elode— he ofer benne spraec, 

2725 wunde wael-bleate; wisse he gearwe 

pxt he daeg-hwfla gedrogen haefde, 

eor8an wyn[ne]; 8a waes eall sceacen 

dogor-gerlmes, dea8 ungemete neah: 

“Nu ic suna minum syllan wolde 

2730 g08-gew£du, \>xt me gife8e swa 
Snig yrfe-weard aefter wurde, 

lice gelenge. Ic 6as leode heo\& 

flftig wintra; naes se folc-cyning, 

ymbe-sittendra anig Sara, 

2735 J>e mec g08-winum gretan dorste, 

egesan 8eon. Ic on earde bad 
mttl-gesceafta, heold min tela, 

ne sohte jearo-nl8as, ne me swor fela 
a8a on unrzht. Ic Saes ealles maeg, 

2740 feorh-bennum seoc, gtfean habban; 

forSam me witan ne Searf Waldend fira 


2710a MS. siffas: em. Grein. 

2714b Nothing now left in MS. after “beal ” but Thorkelin A bealomft, 
B bealo niSi where the second “i” answered to the downstroke of an “e.** 
Restored thus by Malone, NC , p. 96. 

2723b MS. he/, with Thorkelin A helo, B heb: em. Grein. 

2727a MS. wyn..: restored by Thorkelin. 
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morSor-bealo maga, ponne min sceaceS 
Ilf of lice. Nu 5u lungre geong 
hord sceawian under harne stan, 

2745 WIglaf leofa, nu se wyrm lige5, 

swefe5 sare wund, since bereafod. 

Bio nu on ofoste, pxt ic £r-welan, 

gold-aeht ongite, gearo sceawige 

swegle searo-gimmas, pxt ic 5y seft maege 
2750 aefter ma55um-welan min al^etan, 

Ilf ond leodscipe, J?one ic longe heold.” 

XXXVIII Da ic snude gefraegn sunu Wlhstanes 
aefter word-cwydum wundum dryhtne 
hyran hea5o-s!ocum, hring-net beran, 

2755 brogdne beadu-sercean u[n]der beorges hrof. 
Geseah 5a sige-hre5ig, J?a he bl sesse geong, 
mago-J?egn modig ma55um-sigla fealo 
gold glitinian grunde getenge, 

wundur on wealle, ond pxs wyrmes denn 
2760 ealdes uht-flogan orcas stondan, 
fym-manna fatu, feormend-lease, 
hyrstum behrorene. p£r waes helm monig, 
eald ond omig, earm-beaga fela, 
searwum ges&led. Sine ea5e maeg, 

2765 gold on grund[e], gum-cynnes gehwone 
oferhigian, hyde se 5e wylle! 

Swylce he siomian geseah segn eall-gylden 
heah ofer horde, hond-wundra maest, 
gelocen leo5o-craeftum; of 5am leoma stod, 
2770 pxt he J?one grund-wong ongitan mea/ile, 
wrae[f]e giondwlltan. Naes 5aes wyrmes p&r 
onsyn aenig, ac hyne ecg fomam. 

Da ic on hlafewe gefraegn hord reafian. 


2755b MS. urder: cm. Thorkelin. 

2765a MS. grund: em. Grundtvig. 

2769b MS. leoman: em. Kemble. 

2771a MS. wraece: em. Thorpe and universally accepted since OE. “t” 
looks much like “c.** But the MS. form, meaning “vengeance, punishment,** 
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eald ent a geweorc anne mannan, 

2775 him on bearm \A[a\don bunan ond discas 
sylfes dome; segn eac genom, 

beacna beorhtost. Bill aer gescod 
—ecg waes iren— eald-hlafordes 

J?am Sara maSma mund-bora waes 
2780 longe hwlle, llg-egesan waeg 

hatne for horde, hioro-weallende 
middel-nihtum, ofipxt he morSre swealt. 

At waes on ofoste, eft-slSes geom, 
fraetwum gefyrSred; hyne fyrwet braec, 

2785 hwaeSer collen-ferS cwicne gemette 

in Sam wong-stede Wedra J>eoden 

ellen-slocne, J>aer he hine £r forlet. 

He Sa mid j?am maSmum m£me }>Ioden, 
dryhten sinne, driorigne fand, 

2790 ealdres aet ende; he hine eft ongon 
waeteres weorpan, oS)>aet wordes ord 
breost-hord J?urhbraec. [Beowulf mapelode ,] 
gomel on gio[/z]6e, gold sceawode: 

“Ic Sara fraetwa Frean ealles Sane, 

2795 Wuldur-cyninge, wordum seege, 

ecum Dryhtne, J?e ic her on starie, 
pxs Se ic moste minum leodum 

aer swylt-daege swylc gw/rynan. 

Nu ic on maSma hord mine behohte 
2800 frode feorh-lege, fremmaS gena 

leoddL J?earfe; ne maeg ic her leng wesan. 

HataS /ieaSo-maere hlaew gewyreean, 

beorhtne aefter bale aet brimes nosan; 
se seel to gemyndum minum leodum 
2805 heah hlifian on Hrones-naesse, 
pxt hit sae-HSend sySSan hatan 

2775a MS. hlodon from Tborkelin B: em. Grein. 

2792b Lack of alliteration indicates the loss of a half-line. Conjectural 
restoration by Sedgefield. 

2793a MS. giogode: em. Grein. 

2799b MS. minne: em. Ettmuller. 
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Blowulfes biorh, 5a 5e brentingas 
ofer /loda genipu feorran drlfaS.” 

Dyde him of healse hring gyldenne 
2810 J?Ioden J?rlst-hydig, ]>egne gesealde, 

geongum gar-wigan, gold-fahne helm, 
beah ond by man, het hyne briican well: 

“Pu eart ende-laf usses cynnes, 

Waegmundinga; ealle wyrd fors[w]eo[p] 

2815 mine magas to metod-sceafte, 

eorlas on elne; ic him aefter sceal.” 

Paet waes )>am gomelan gingseste word 
breost-gehygdum, £r he bael cure, 

hate heafto-wylmas; him of h[re]5re gewat 
2820 sawol secean soS-faestra dom. 

[XXXIX] Da waes gegongen gumfan] unfrodum 
earfo51Ice, paet he on eor5an geseah 

]?one leofestan llfes aet ende, 
bleate gebaferan. Bona swylce laeg, 

2825 egesllc eor5-draca, ealdr^ bereafod, 
bealwe gebsded. Beah-hordum leng 

wyrm woh-bogen wealdan ne moste, 

ac him Irenna ecga fomamon, 

hearde, hea5o-scearde, homera lafe, 

2830 paet se wld-floga wundum stille 

hreas on hrusan hord-aeme neah. 

Nalles aefter lyfte lacende hwearf 
middel-nih/wm, ma5m-aehta wlonc 
ansyn ywde, ac he eorftan gefeoll 

2814b MS. for / speof, with the second word-element squeezed in before 
a large hole in the parchment. Emended by Kemble on the model of line 477. 
Wrenn (1st ed.) would read MS. for / speon, with “n” written on a partly 
erased “f.” This would yield “forspeon” (has lured). Malone and Zupitza 
read only an abnormally placed final “f” before the hole ( NC f p. 98). 

2819b MS. hwaeSre: em. Kemble (followed by Dobbie). The MS. form, 
meaning “however,** also makes sense. If not a scribal error, it may point up 
the contrast between the body’s death and the soul’s immortality: see Richard 
L. Hoffman, JEGP 64 (1965), 664-65 (followed by Bolton). 

2821 No number in MS. but the large capital of “Da** indicates a new 
fitt. MS. gumu: em. Heyne. 
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2835 for Saes hild-fruman hond-geweorce. 

Hum J>aet on lande lyt manna Sah, 
maegen-agendra, mine gefrSege, 

J?eah Se he daeda gehwaes dyrstig ware, 
pxt he witS attor-sceaSan oreSe gerasde, 

2840 oSSe hring-sele hondum styrede, 

gif he waeccende weard onfunde 

buon on beorge. Blowulfe wearS 

dryht-maSma d£l deaSe forgolden; 

haefde £ghwaeS[er] ende gefered 

2845 l£nan lifes. Naes Sa lang to Son, 

J?aet Sa hild-latan holt ofgefan, 

tydre treow-logan, tyne aetsomne, 

Sa ne dorston £r dareSum lacan 

on hyra man-dryhtnes miclan J>earfe; 

2850 ac hy scamiende scyldas baeran, 

guS-gew£du, pxt se gomela laeg; 

wlltan on Wilaf. He gewergad saet, 
feSe-cempa, frean eaxlum neah, 

wehte hyne waetre, him wiht ne speo[w]. 

2855 Ne meahte he on eorSan, Seah he uSe wel, 
on Sam frum-gare feorh gehealdan, 

ne Saes Wealdendes wiht oncirran; 
wolde dom Godes daedum r£dan 

gumena gehwylcum sw d he nu gen deS. 

2860 pa waes aet Sam geong[a/i] grim andswarw 
eS-begete J?am Se &r his elne forleas. 

Wiglaf maSelode, Weohstanes sunu, 

sec[g] sarig-ferS— seah on unleofe: 

“Paet, la, maeg secgan, se Se wyle soS specan, 
2865 pxt se mon-dryhten, se eow Sa maSmas geaf, 
eored-geatwe, pe ge p&r on standaS, 

2844a MS. aeghwaeSre: em. Kemble. 

2854b MS. speop: em. Thorkelin. 

2860a MS. geongu: em. A. J. Barnouw, Textkritische Untersuchungen 
(Leiden: Brill, 1902), p. 36. 

2863a MS. sec: em. Thorkelin. Wrenn-Bolton retains MS. form as “sec ” 
a by-form of “seoc” (ill, weak, sad). 
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J>onne he on ealu-bence oft gesealde 
heal-sittendum helm ond byman, 

J?eoden his }>egniim, swylce he J>rydlIcost 
2870 ower feor oS5e neah findan meahte, 
pxt he genunga gu5-gew$du 

wra5e forwurpe, 5a hyne wig beget. 

Nealies folc-cyning fyrd-gestea//wm 
gylpan )?orfte; hwae5re him God u5e, 

2875 sigora Waldend, J>aet he hyne sylfne gewraec, 
ana mid ecge, pa him waes elnes peart. 

Ic him Hf-wra5e lytle meahte 

aetgjfan aet gu5e, ond ongan swa peah 

ofer min gemet maeges helpan; 

2880 symle waes py s£mra, J?onne ic sweorde drep 
ferh5-genl51an, fyr unswlSor 
weoll of gewitte. [R^ergendra to lyt 
J>rong ymbe )?eoden, pa hyne slo prag hecwom. 
[N ]u sceal sinc-J?ego ond swyrd -gifu, 

2885 eall e5el-wyn eowrum cynne, 

lufen alicgean; lond-rihtes mot 

pxrc maeg-burge monna Sghwylc 
Idel hweorfan, sy55an ae5elingas 

feorran gefricgean fleam eoweme, 

2890 dom-leasan d&d. Dea5 bi5 sella 

eorla gehwylcum ponne edwlt-lif.” 

XL Heht 5a pxt hea5o-weorc to hagan blodan 
up ofer ecg-clif, pxr pxt eorl-weorod 

morgen-longne daeg mod-giomor saet, 

2895 bord-haebbende, bega on wenum, 

ende-dogores ond eft-cymes 

leofes monnes. Lyt swlgode 

nlwra spella, se 5e naes gerad, 

ac he so5/Ice saegde ofer ealle: 

2900 “Nu is wil-geofa Wedra leoda, 

dryhten Geata dea5-bedde faest, 

wuna5 wael-reste wyrmes daedum; 

2882b MS. fergendra: em. Gnmdtvig. 

2884a MS. hu: em. Kemble. 
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him on efn lige9 ealdor-gewinna 

siex-bennum seoc; sweorde ne meahte 

2905 on 9am aglScean aenige J?inga 

wunde gewyrcean. Wiglaf site9 

ofer Biowulfe, byre Wihstanes, 
eorl ofer o9rum unlifigendum, 

healde9 hige-m£9um heafod- wearde, 

2910 leofes ond la9es. Nu ys leodum wen 

orleg-hwlle, sy99an underf ne\ 

Froncum ond Frysum fyll cyninges 

wide weor9e9. Waes slo wroht scepen 
heard wi9 Hugas, sy99an Higelac cwom 

2915 faran flot-herge on Fresna land, 

)>3br hyne Hetware hilde genSgdon, 

elne geeodon mid ofer-maegene, 

J?aet se bym-wiga bugan sceolde, 

feoll on fe9an; nalles fraetwe geof 
2920 ealdor dugo9e. Us waes a sy99an 

Merewloingas milts imgyfe9e. 

Ne ic te Sweo-5eode sibbe o99e treowe 

wihte ne wene, ac waes wide cu9, 

J?aette Ongen9lo ealdre besny9ede 

2925 Hae9cen HreJ>ling wiS Hrefna-wudu, 

J?a for onmedizn Sbrest gesohton 

Geata leode Gu9-Sci/fingas. 

Sona him se froda faeder Ohtheres, 

eald ond eges-full ondslyht ageaf, 

2930 abreot brim-wlsan, bryd aheorde, 

gomela[«] io-meowlan golde berofene, 

Onelan modor ond Ohtheres; 

ond 9a folgode feorh-genl91an, 

o99aet hi o9eodo n earfo91Ice 


2911b MS. under: em. Grein. 

2916b MS. gehnaegdon: em. Grein. The MS. form, retained by von 
Schaubert, can represent either “genigan” (attack, assail) or “gehnsgan” (to 
humble, vanquish). 

2929b MS. hond slyht: em. Grein, 

2931a MS. gomela: em. Grein. 
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2935 in Hrefnes-holt hlaford-lease. 

Besaet 5a sin-herge sweorda lafe 

wundum werge; wean oft ge/tet 
earmre /eohhe o ndlonge niht, 

cwae5 he on mergenne meces ecgum 
2940 getan wolde, sum* on galg-treowu[m] 

[juglum] to gamene. Frofor eft gelamp 

sarig-modum somod Ser-daege, 

sy55an hie Hygelaces horn ond byman, 
gealdor ongeaton, }?a se god a com 

2945 leoda dugo5e on last faran. 

XLI “Waes slo swat-swa5u Sw[e]ona ond Geata, 
wael-r&s weora wide gesyne, 

hu 5a folc mid him f£h5e towehton. 

Gewat him 5a se goda mid his gaedelingum, 
2950 frod fela-geomor faesten secean, 

eorl Ongen}?Io ufor ondrde; 

haefde Higelaces hilde gefrunen, 

wlonces wlg-craeft; wi5res m truwode 

J?aet he s£-mannum onsacan mihte, 

2955 hea5o-ll5endum, hord forstandan, 

beam ond bryde; beah eft J?onan 

eald under eor5-weall. pa waes &ht boden 
Sweona leodum; segn Higelace|>] 

freo5o-wong |>one for[5] ofereodon, 

2960 sy55an Hre51ingas to hagan J?rungon. 

P^er wear5 Ongen5low ecgum sweordfa] 
blonden-fexa on bid wrecen, 


2940b MS. galg treowu: em. Kemble. 

2941a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Thorpe. 

2946b MS. swona: em. Thorkelin. 

2958-59 MS. hige lace: em. Kemble. MS. ford: em. Thorkelin. If 
“Higel5ce M is to be kept unemended, then Chambers offers the best treatment: 
take **boden n (offered) as having a double subject, place the semicolon after 
“Higelice,” and translate “then pursuit was offered to the people of the 
Swedes, [and] a [captured] banner to Hygelac.” Then the subject of the 
following “ofergodon” is an understood “they.” 

2961b MS. sweordQ: em. Kemble. 
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pxt se }>eod-cyning 5afian sceolde 

Eafores anne dom. Hyne yrringa 

2965 Wulf Wonreding w£pne gerShte, 

pxt him for swenge swat aedrum sprong 
for5 under fexe. Naes he forht swa 5eh, 
gomela Scilfing, ac forgeald hrafte 

wyrsan wrixle wael-helm j?one, 

2970 sy55an 5eod-cyning J>yder oncirde. 

Ne meahte se snella sunu Wonredes 

ealdum ceorle ondslyht giofan, 
ac he him on heafde helm £r gescer, 
pxt he blode fah bugan sceolde, 

2975 feoll on foldan; naes he f£ge pa git, 

ac he hyne gewyrpte, J?eah 5e him wund hrine. 
Let se hearda Higelaces pega 
brad[n]e mece, pa his bro5or laeg, 

eald-sweord eotonisc entiscne helm 
2980 brecon ofer bord-weal; 5a gebeah cyning, 
folces hyrde, w£s in feorh dropen. 

Da w£ron monige, pt his m£g wri5on, 
ricone arardon, 5a him gerymed wear5, 

pxt hie wael-stowe wealdan moston. 

2985 Penden reafode line o5erne, 

nam on Ongen5lo Iren-byrnan, 
heard swyrd hilted ond his helm somod; 
hares hyrste Higelace baer. 

H[e dam ] fraetwum feng ond him faegre gehet 
2990 leana [fore] leodum ond gel£st[e] swa; 
geald )?one gu5-r£s Geata dryhten, 

Hre51es eafora, pa. he to ham becom, 

Iofore ond Wulfe mid ofer-ma5mum, 
sealde hiora gehwae5rum hund }?usenda 


2972b MS. hond slyht: em. Kemble. 

2978a MS. brade: em. Thorpe. 

2989a MS. h....: restored by Grundtvig. 

2990 Room for four or five letters at lower right-hand comer of leaf; 
conjectural restoration by Heyne. MS. gelaesta: em. Kemble. 
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2995 landes ond locenra beaga —ne 5orfte him 5a lean 

o5wItan 

mon on middan-gearde— sy55a[rt] hie 6a maer6a 

geslogon; 

ond 5a Iofore forgeaf angan dohtor, 

ham-weor5unge hyldo to wedde. 

“pact ys slo faeh5o ond se feondscipe, 

3000 wael-nl5 wera, 5aes 5e ic [wen] hafo, 

J?e us secea5 to Sweona leoda, 

sy55an hie gefricgea5 frean useme 

ealdor-leasne, J?one 5e £r geheold 
wi5 hettendum hord ond rice 
3005 aefter haeleSa hryre, hwate Scildingas, 
folc-red fremede, o55e furSur gen 

eorlscipe efnde. [Nm] is ofost betost, 

pxt we J?eod-cyning \>xx sceawian 

ond )?one gebringan, pe us beagas geaf, 

3010 on ad-faere. Ne seel anes hwaet 

meltan mid }>am modigan, ac J?aer is /na5ma hord, 

gold unrime, grimme gecea [po]d t 

ond nu aet sl5estan sylfes feore 

beagas [geboh] te; pa sceall brond fretan, 

3015 £led J>eccean, nalles eorl wegan 

ma55um to gemyndum, ne maeg5 scyne 
habban on healse hring-weor5unge, 

ac sceal geomor-mod, golde bereafod, 
oft, nalles £ne, elland tredan, 

3020 nu se here-wlsa hleahtor alegde, 

gamen ond gleo-dream. For5on sceall gar wesan 
monig morgen-ceald mundum bewunden, 
haefen on handa, nalles hearpan sweg 


2996b MS. sy66a: em. Grundtvig. 

3000b No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Kemble. 

3005b The “hwate Scildingas” would be the Danes unless an emendation 
is in order. See Commentary, p. 373. 

3007b MS. me: em. Kemble. 

3012b MS. gecea..d: restored by Kemble. 

3014a MS.te: restored by Grundtvig. 
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wlgend weccean, ac se wonna hrefn 
3025 fus ofer fafegum fela reordian, 

eame secgan, hu him act aete speow, 

)>enden he wiS wulf wael reafode.” 

Swa se secg hwata secggende waes 

la5ra spella; he ne leag fela 

3030 wyrda ne weorda. Weorod eall aras, 
eodon unblT5e under Earna-naes, 
wollen-teare, wundur sceawian. 

Fundon 5a on sande sawul-leasne 

hlim-bed healdan, )>one pc him hringas geaf 
3035 aerran m&lum; pa. wacs ende-daeg 

godum gegongen, pxt se guS-cyning, 

Wedra |?eoden, wundor-dea5e swealt 

ifLr hi pabv gesegan sylllcran wiht, 
wyrm on wonge wi5er-raehtes )?£r, 

3040 la5ne licgean; waes se leg-draca 

grymllc gry[re-fah], gledum besw£led. 

Se waes flftiges fot-gemearces 

lang on legere; lyft-wynne heold 

nihtes hwllum, ny5er eft gewat 

3045 dennes nlosian; waes 5a dea5e faest, 

haefde eord-scrafa ende genyttod. 

Him big stodan bunan ond orcas, 

discas lagon ond dyre swyrd, 

omige, |>urhetone, swa hie wi5 eor5an fae5m 

3050 )>usend wintra p&T eardodon. 

Ponne waes paet yrfe 6acen-craeftig, 

iu-monna gold, galdre bewunden, 

J?aet 5am hring-sele hrlnan ne moste 

gumena £nig, nefne God sylfa, 

3055 sigora So5-cyning, sealde ^am 5e he wolde 
—he is manna gehyld— hord openian, 

efne swa hwylcum manna, swa him gemet 5uhte. 
XLII pa waes gesyne, pxt se slS ne Sah 
pam 5e unrihte inne gehydde 


3041a MS. gry. Tborkelin could read “gryre." Restoration by Bugge. 
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3060 wrce[t]e under wealle. Weard &r ofsloh 
feara sumne; pa slo faehft gewearft 
gewrecen wraftlice. Wundur hwar ponnz 

eorl ellen-rof ende gefere 

llf-gesceafta, J?onne leng ne maeg 

3065 mon mid his [ma]gum medu-seld buan. 

Swa waes Blowulfe, pa he biorges weard 

sohte, searo-nlftas; seolfa ne cufte 

J?urh hwaet his worulde gedael weorftan sceolde. 
Swa hit oft domes daeg dlope benemdon 
3070 )>eodnas m&re, pa ftaet p&t dydon, 

pxt se secg w£re synnum scildig, 
hergum geheafterod, hell-bendum fast, 

wommum gewltnad, se ftone wong str[w]de; 

naes he gold-hwaete gearwor haefde 

3075 agendes est xt gesceawod. 

Wlglaf maftelode, Wlhstanes sunu: 

“Oft sceall eorl monig anes willan 
wraec adreog[a/i], swa us geworden is. 

Ne meahton we gelaeran leofne J?eoden, 

3080 rices hyrde r£d aenigne, 

pxt he ne grette gold-weard J?one, 
lete hyne licgean pxr he longe waes, 
wlcum wunian oft woruld-ende; 

heold on heah-gesceap. Hord ys gesceawod, 
3085 grimme gegongen; waes pxt gifefte to swift, 
pQ ftone [peod-cyning\ J>yder ontyhte. 


3060a MS. wraece: em. Thorpe. See also line 2771. Else von Schaubert 
retains the MS. form and gives “gehydde” the meaning of M performed. M Her 
translation would run: “the act had not profited him who had performed 
unlawful vengeance under the wall/’ i.e., the dragon (see her edition, Kom- 
mentar, pp. 167-68, and Glossar, p. 129). 

3065a MS. ..gd: restored by Kemble. 

3073b MS. strade: em. Grundtvig. 

3074-75 Perhaps the most obscure two lines in the poem, yet often 
crucial in interpretation. Treated here as a half-ironic remark. The “he** Is 
Beowulf. See Commentary, p. 374, and A. J. Bliss in Bibliography, p. 385. 

3078a MS. adreogeS: em. Kemble. 

3086a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein. 
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Ic was pxr tone ond pxt eall geondseh, 

recedes geatwa, pa me gerymed w&s, 

nealles swSslIce si6 alyfed 

3090 ton under eorS-weall. Ic on ofoste gefeng 
micle mid mundum maegen-byrftenne 

hord-gestreona, hider ut atbar 
cyninge mlnum. Cwico waes pa gena, 

wls ond gewittig; worn eall gesprac 
3095 gomol on gehdo ond eowic grStan het, 
bad pxt ge geworhton after wines d£dum 
to bal-stede beorb J?one hSan, 

micetoe ond m£me, swa he manna was 

wlgend weorS-fullost wide geond eorSan, 

3100 )?enden he burh-welan brucan moste. 
Uton nu efstan o6re [j/fe] 

seon ond secean searo-[gimma] ge^rac, 

wundur under wealle; ic Sow wlsige, 

pxt ge genoge neon scSawiaS 

3105 beagas ond brad gold. Sle sio b£r gearo, 
£dre geafned, ponnt wS ut cymen, 

ond f?onne geferian frean useme, 

leofne mannan, p&r he longe sceal 

on 6as Waldendes w£re geJ>olian.” 

3110 Het 6a gebeodan byre WthstSnes, 

hale hilde-dlor, hale&a monegum, 

bold-agendra, pxt hie b£l-wudu 
feorran feredon, folc-agende, 

godum togenes: “Nu sceal gled fretan, 

3115 —weaxan wonna leg— wigena strengel, 

bone 6e oft gebad Isem-scure, 

^onne strSla storm strengum geb£ded 

scoc ofer scild-weall, sceft nytte heo Id. 

faWler-gearwum fus, flane fulleode.” 

3120 Hum se snotra sunu Wlhstanes 


3101b No gap in MS.: restoration by Grundtvig. 
3102b No gap in MS.: addition by Bugge. 

3119a MS. fader gearwfi: em. Thorkelin. 
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aclgde of cor5re cyniges J?egnas 

sy/one [ cet]s[om]ne , pa selestan, 

eode eahta sum under inwit-hrof 

liilde-rincfa]; sum on handa baer 

3125 £led-leoman, se 5e on orde geong. 

Naes 5a on hlytme, hwa pxt hord strude, 

sy55an orwearde, aenigne dael, 

secgas gesegon on sele wunian, 
lane licgan; lyt a nig meam 
3130 pxt hi ofostl!c[e] ut geferedon 
dyre ma5mas; dracan ec scufun, 
wyrm ofer weall-clif, leton weg niman, 

flod faeftmian fraetwa hyrde. 
p[d] was wunden gold on wafen hladen, 
3135 aghwas unrim, aj?eling boren, 

har hild e-[rinc] to Hrones-nasse. 

XLIII Him 5a gegiredan Geata leode 

ad on eor5an unwacllcne, 
helm[wm] behongen, hilde-bordum, 

3140 beorhtum bymum, swa he bena was; 
alegdon 5a tomiddes marne J?eoden 

hale5 hlofende, hlaford leofne. 

Ongunnon pa on beorge bal-fyra mast 
wlgend weccan; wud[u]-rec astah 

3145 sweart ofer swi[o]5ole; swogende le[c], 
wope bewunden; wind-blond gelag 


3121b “cyniges" begins fol. 201, the last leaf of the poem. It is badly 
torn and the verso is hopelessly faded in many places. Even with the help 
of ultraviolet light, paleographers remain uncertain about many readings. 

3122a MS. syfone .. s..ne (as read by Malone, JVC, p. 103): restored 
by Grein. 

3124a MS. /rilde rinc: em. Ettmiiller. 

3130a MS. ofostlic from Thorkelin B: em. Ettmiiller. 

3134a MS. has abbreviation for “l>aet”:. em. Thorkelin. 

3135b MS. shelinge: em. Kemble. 

3136a “hilde" is followed by an erasure of three letters; restoration by 
Ettmiiller. 

3139a MS. helm: em. Grain. 

3144b MS. wud..c c Thorkelin A wud rec: restored by Kemble. 

3145a MS. swicSole: em. Karl Bouterwek, ZD A 11 (1859), 82 ff. 
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o5J>aet he 5a ban-hus gebrocen haefde, 
hat on hreftre. Higum unrote 
mod-ceare mSndon, mon-dryhtnes cw[e]alm; 

3150 swylce giomor-gyd [Ge]at[/sc] meowle 
[BJowulfe brcegd, ] hunden-heorde, 

[so]ng sorg-cearig. [Scede] geneahhe 

J>aet hlo hyre [here-geon]gas hearde ond[r]e de 

wa?/-/ylla wo[r]n, werudes egesan, 

3155 hy[rt]5o ond hcejt-nyd. Heofon rece swealg. 
Geworhton 5a Wedra leode 
blow on hoe, se wx s heah ond brad, 
weg-ll5endum wide gesyne, 
ond beiimbredon on tyn dagum 
3160 beadu-rofes been; bronda 1 afe 

wealle beworhtqn, swa hyt weor51Icost 
fore-snotre men findan mihton. 

HI on beorg dydon beg ond siglu, 

eall swylce hyrsta, swylce on horde £r 
3165 nl5-hedige men genumen haefdon; 


3149b Thorkelin A cw aln, B ...lm: restored by Kemble. 

3150b MS. .eat...: restoration by Pope. 

3151 A rip has destroyed the first half-line; the conjecture—and it is only 
that—is by Malone, NC, p. 105. For the second half-line A. H. Smith's ultra¬ 
violet examination gives us the "b” and Thorkelin B the "de.” 

3152 MS. ..ng sorg (by Smith's ultraviolet photograph): restored by Bugge. 
For MS. J$e Thorkelin A and B read “sealde.” The 4 T and "d” are now 
doubtful; Pope and Davis thought they could see them as "i” and “d.” 
Emendation by Bugge, now seconded by Pope (2nd ed.). Malone accepted 
the Thorkelin readings as accurate (NC, p. 105) and would translate, "It 
would happen often that she would dread cruel invasions.” 

3153 MS. ...g.rtgas in Malone’s conflation of the different expert exam¬ 
inations: conjectural restoration by W. S. Mackie, MLR 36 (1941), 98. MS. 
ond.e de: restored by Bugge. 

3154a MS. wonn: em. Bugge. 

3155 MS. hybo 7 h.f.nyd by Smith's ultraviolet photograph and con¬ 
firmed by Pope in 1964: restored and emended by Bugge. Nothing now visible 
after M rSce”; Thorkelin A and B sealg. Malone and Zupitza could piece to¬ 
gether a vision of the "w” first suggested by Ettmiiller. 

3157a "hlfcw” from Pope and Davis, “h5e” from Smith's Plate VI. 

3159a MS. be/i. / bredon with the "m” as deduced by Malone, NC, 
p. 107. 



242 


Beowulf 


forlSton eorla gestreon eortSan healdan, 

gold on greote, p&t hit nu gen lifaS 
eldum swa unnyt, swa hy[f cer] or waes. 

Pa ymbe hlaew riodan hilde-deore, 

3170 ae|>elinga beam, ealra twelf[e], 

woldon [care] cwlftan, Ayning m£nan, 

word-gyd wrecan ond ymb we[r] sprecan: 

eahtodan eorlscipe ond his ellen-weorc 
duguftum demdon. Swa hit ged[efe ] biS 
3175 pxt mon his wine-dryhten wordum ht rge, 
ferhftum freoge, |?onne he forS scile 

of //c-haman [i laded] weorSan. 

Swa begnomodon Geata leode 

hlafordes [hr]yre, heor8-genea/as; 

3180 c>vaedon f>aet he waere wymld-cynmg[a], 
mannum mildust ond mon-&wienist, 

leodum llftost ond lof-geomost. 


3168b MS. hy. ..or, from Malone, NC t pp. 107-8: restoration by Kemble* 

3170b MS. twelfa: cm. Ettmuller. 

3171a The MS. has room here for about four letters, hence Klaeber*s 
restoration. 

3172b MS. w.. with e from Thorkelin B: restored by Grein. 

3174b MS. id... from Malone, NC, p. 108: expanded and restored by 
Kemble. 

3177b The MS. and ultraviolet photographs produce nothing for this 
word. Conjectural restoration by Holtbausen. Alternatives proposed by 
Kemble and Malone are “lane” (transitory) and “lifes” (of life). 

3179a MS. ...yre: restored by Thorpe. 

3180b MS. wyruldcyni/ig: em. Kemble. 

3181 MS. .a/inw, Thorkelin B supplying the “m.” MS. is tom from “ond*' to “ust" 
Thorkelin A and B read “mondraerust” in evident error, corrected by Grundtvig. 



